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ud American Da Frederick o ss birthday, February 14th 

h received its original recognitio n 1958 as a part of The Negro His 
¥ Celebration, was most enth wtically celebr sted during this vear's Ne 
History Week Progran 

Proud American buttons we Orn everywhere by children and adults 
e wore two buttons 

We noted that many of the children wore the 1958 buttons ( with pictures 

woln, Woodson and Doug!: On one side, and the 1959 button with 
pictures of Lincoln, Woodson and Mary Bethune on the other Proud 
ericans all! 

The New York Branch of the Association for the Study of Negro Life 
| History is suggesting that we wear Pr sud American Buttons on May 17th 
Member of ‘the Childret ry Hour of Famo Negroes wore their 


id American buttons o ‘ was an inspiring sight to watch 


ese fine intelligent boys and girls, with their sponsor, Miss Ruth Griffis 


r the Negro History breakfast ; nt Plaza Hot These young 
| ire fine ex amples of Pr é mer s wh are aware of their rich 
cestoral heritage. Under t ireful guid f their sponsor, they study 
African background alo: th the é es tributions in Americar 
lands. Miss Griff be vISe ead het ing people to 
nd that in being proud f ‘ egroes contributions to America 
must always have a deep sense of patriotism for t democratic ideals 
1 essays equal justice 
With this in mind the g¢ s any y av tir t dav when Neer 
will be included in their t b s and lh ne the Histor rf the 
the History of Ameri n shor ca stor sa part of 
d History 
his was drean i the f cle ‘ ator eek. Dr. Carter 
» said, “The relations and interel ns of races, the close 


es cA esp! liffusion of ideas have 


t necessary tor one ip sot lepend upon the er that it is diff 


to have any particular « tu earmarke i ) s the record of 
ess of mankind rather ' fr t bor achievement.’ 
nize » e@hir sath t ‘ irotherhood of mar 
study of 
and recreation p oT whk r i¢ trips to museums Spex la 
at libraries ctu place f amusement 1 nd visits to the 
k reservation at Southhampton f the ar nd Pau Wau. Miss 
presses much apprecia rtl esist ‘ el Mrs. Cornelia 
ind others 
seeping with the ever intiy teres frie the group pre 
| 
» exhibitions for erro stor f ! rams ‘auls A.M.I 
Jama L.I. Fiwe he draw ! tr ! rt were exhibit 


cla, L 
egro History Bre 
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THE GENESIS OF THE NEGRO LAV YER 
IN NEW ENGLAND 


By Charles Summer Brown, Washington, D.C. 


PART Il 


Massachusetts’ fifth Negro lawyet 
like i 


fairy 


character out of 
John S. Rock 
New Jersey in 


received his 


sounds 
Grimm's tales. 


born in Salem 


was 


1825, where he early 
education, and where for a brief per- 
school, During his 
Doctors Sharp and 
ans, opened their li- 


in his study of medi- 


od he taugh 


teaching tenure 
(Gibbon, physic 
brary to his use 

ne or physi as it was then called 
In this fashion Rock completed sey 
eral years of medical study, but, be 
suse of race, he found it impossible 
» be accepted in any medical school 
1s a student 
toned the stud 
ered an apprenticechip in dentistry 


inder Dr. Harbert. Having complet 


He consequently aban 


if medicine and en- 


ed his apprenticeship, Rock migrated 
to Philadelphia in 1850 where he be 


an the dentistry. The 


ext vear he received a silver medal 
! his sk i] ! 
eeth. During 


anothe eiiver 


pra tice of 


. ! 
making artificial 


same vear he re- 


eived medal for his 


> 
rive essay temperance By re 


the teaching 
Philadelphia, Rock was 


suming of = hool while 


esident in 
enabled to atte 
ege from which he 
1852. Upon graduation 
nedi it = h Rock 
where he practiced both den- 


ithe American Col 
graduated in 
from the 
relocated in 


Boston 
tistry and medicine with signal su 
exs. On 
lressed the Massachusetts legislature. 
occasion 
Human Race”. 
asion his subject 
and Writings 
Der Pionier, 


pub 


eeveral occasions he ad 


Hie subject on one such 
is “Unity of the 
ind on another oc 
is the “Character 
of Madame De Stael” 
German language 
lished in Bostor 


to make of his 


(,ermany , 


new spaper 
had this comment 
riticism of De Stael’s 
This thinking. 
| French speaking ne- 


educat- 


ed German ar 
learned in 
litera 


ro proved himself as 


German as he is in French 


re,”™ 
Rock's steady devotion to his prac- 
tice. together with his other diverse 


ctivities undermined his health in 


consequence of which he underwent 
several operations in an effort to re- 


Rock's health re- 


mained precarious so he resolved to 


store it. However 
submit himeslf to another operation 
at the hands of Professor Nelation of 
this Rock 


United 


Paris, I rance To end, 


made application to the 
States State Department for a pass- 
port, but General Cass, then Ameri- 
can Secretary of State, rejected his 
application on the ground that “a 
passport had never been granted to 
a colored man since the foudation of 
Although he was 
the Federal government 


the government”. 
rebuffed by 
the State of 


suing some type of warrant 


Massachusetts came io 
his aid. 


which permitted him ot go abroad. 


Rock's health was restored partial! 
ly by the operation of Doctor Nela 
tion but he was enjoined against the 
further practice of medicine or den 
tistry because of the precarious state 
of his health. Weighed with his disa- 
bilities Rock turned to the study of 
law, which he 


facility 


mastered with the 


that he mastered the 
other two professions. On the 14th 
dav of September, 1861, on the mo 
tion of T K Lothrop, Esq... Rock 
was examined in the Superior Crim- 
inal Suffolk before 
Judge Russell, and was admitted to 
practice in the courts of Massachu- 
week 


him a 


same 


Court. County, 


setts.” One later the governor 


commissioned justice of the 
peace for the usual seven vear term. 
Rock died in 


>. 1866. a 


However there was another incident 


Boston, on December 
victim of tuberculosis 
in Rock's life which assured him of 
a place in history. 

February 1, 1865 was a memor 
able day in American and Negro his- 
tory. On that day. on the motion of 
Senator Sumner. John S. 
Rock was admitted to the bar of the 
Court of the United States. 
heing the first Negro to be so dis- 
tinguished.” Only weeks before Sal 
Abolitionist 
succeeded to the 
death of 


Charles 
Supreme 
mon P. Chase. the great 


Ohio, had 


justiceship on the 


from 


chief 


Roger B. Taney, which occured 

October 12, 1864. Rock’s admittance 

ceremony, in a very real sense, was 

the repudiation of Taney’s racial and 

legal beliefs about the role of the 
America. 


The ) ork 
j 


Tribune dramatized the scene in the 


Negro In Neu 


following manner: 


“The black man was admitted. 
Jet black with hair of an extra 
twist—let me have the pleasure of 
saying, by purpose and premedita- 
tion, of an aggravating ‘kink’—un- 
qualifiedly, obtrusively, defiantly 
‘Nigger’ with no palliation of 
complexion, no let-down lip, no 
compromise nose, no abatement 
whatever in any facial, cranial. os- 
teological particular from the de- 
spised standard of humanity bru- 
tally set up in our politics and in 
our Judicatory by the Dred Scott 
this inky hued African 


stood, in the monarchical power of 


decision 


recognized American Manhood and 
American Citizenship, within the 
bar of the Court which had sol 
emnly pronounced that black men 
had no rights which white men 
were bound to respect ; stood there 
member of it. 
fessionally the brother of the dis 
tinguished counsellors on its long 


a recognized pro- 


rolls, in rights their equal, in the 
standing rank 
peer. By Jupiter, the sight was 
grand. “Twas dramatic, too, At 
three minutes before eleven o'clock 


which gives their 


in the morning. Charles Sumner 
entered the Court-room, followed 
by the negro applicant for admis 
sion, and sat down within the Bar 
At eleven. the 


gowned judges entered the room. 


. Ps 
procession ot 


with Chief Justice Chase at their 
head. The spectators and the law- 
yers in attendance rose respectful- 
ly on their coming. The Associate 
Justices seated themselves rearl, 
at once, as is their courteous cus- 
tom of waiting upon each other's 
The Chief 
standing to the last. bowed with 


affable 


movements. Justice, 


dignity to the Bar. and 
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took his central seal tf ad 


presence. Immediately t enal ip ir 


the 
from Massachusetts a1 d this effort 


the 
composed manne! hter « 
said: ‘May it please 
move that John S. R 
of the Supreme ( 
of Massachusetts 


ind his mother 

the ship but 
failed. Whe 
ndy Hook i 
to practice as a : t ft t ‘ rnicl ier and the 
Court.” The grave t 
Scott 


persons 
dex Iston Vv as tna ‘ ’ yhnson al 


sentence dug: and two stave 


dared 
deck 


wide ope nh. unde I 
the Judges 
ticipated in the 
gainst 
The assenting 
head of the Chief 
in corse and filled 
the black couse 


Court got on t 


some of the 


Democra 


and smootne 
his walk to the 


( ourt. #! 


All of this 
months after the aut! 
Scott decision had 


bevond. In 


down 


was do 


legal 
Rock 


mount to the 


sion ot was 
revel 


ous decision. 5S 


um 
portuned to movs 
but he tho 
expedient while the 
Dred Scott decis 


the court.*” 


earlier 


Massachusetts’ sixt 
William Henry 
gained admission to 
Suffolk County. he 
the bar in the Bristol! S 
March 21, 1865. 
immediate kindred 

of Andrew J 
thy Virginia planter 
William. hi 
Richmond. Virgir 
1811. William’s master 
interest in 
which 


Was 


property 


( ier 


rise 


horses d 
was constant 
and he rode in some of 
races of his times. Du 
vear his 
abled his 
$50.000 which so over 
he gave William 
whetted oJhnson’s « 
With 


spired with the crey 


prowess 


master 


cash in har 


Tantivy. which was load 
New York, to secrete 


brother in the fe 
bid ro 
masters 


ontnbuted 
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' , f , ve tior » his readit 
forte and iu 
into the law 

dis 

- re id 

extempo 

ch Johnson 

und sul 
hazarded 


| »hnson was 
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ation 


While living in Boston, Ruffin 
was engaged in the barbering busi 
ness, during which time he “read” 
law in the ofhce of Jewel and Gaston. 
He entered the Har- 
vard Law School, 
himself by 


three-year course in 


Boston lawyers 
where he distin 
ruished completing the 
and 
1869 


Law s degree. 


one year. 
from rraduated in 


Bac helor ol 


which he 
with the 
the sec ond degree conferred by Har 


” 


vard on a colored man 


September 
mitted to the bar 
dicial Court 


1869 Ruffin was ad 
of the Supreme Ju 
f Massachusetts. In the 
vas elected to the Mas 
lature from Boston: he 


ime year he 
chsetts’ | 
to the same body in 
1875-76 he 
as an elected member to the Boston 
Common Council. When Benjamin | 
Butler. famed Civil War General. be 
ame Governor of the State of Mas 
sachusetts he thrice tried to have kd 
n G. Walker 


firmed as a 


ais re elected 


the follow ! vear In 


Negro lawver. con 
nicipal judge but he 
his efforts, He 


Rufin whom he nom 


,as insuccesstul in 
turned t 
nated to bee 


then 


municipal judge for 


Charleston. Rufly 


was confirmed No 
with the 
himself administering the 
office Ruff t 
Negro 

than mag 


General 
oath of 


was the 


vember i | 


appears, 
hired »btain judicial office 
strate in the North 


Nation's history 


higher 
during the 


idicial office in 1883. 
1887, still 
man He 
Negro 
such 
Col 


blevated to 
Ruflin died 


omparatively 


February, 
young 
is active in manv of the 
iplift: movements 

the National 
red Men New 
York during 1864. During the period 


1875-76 he als 


of his times 
Convention of 
held in Svracuse, 
served in Boston as 
the resident consul of the Dominican 
Republic 

While the ibject of the 
vhich will follow 
England's 


the uniquness 


sket« h 
New 


law yers, 


is not one of 
Negro 


of his carrer 


pie nee; 
warrants 
his inclusion in this essay. Only two 


Negroes in the historv of the coun- 


trv have attained second echelon pos 
utive branch of the 
that is 

say, positions just below cabinet 
rank 
considered to be departmental under 
Assistant secretaries, assistant 


in the exer 
States 


fons 
United C,overnment ; 


These positions normally are 


and 


postmaster generals and assistant at- 
torney generals. Popularly the posi- 
tions are referred to as “Little Cab 
inet” posts. The late J. Ernest Wil 
kins, Assistant Secretary of Labor in 
the Eisenhower administration 
the most recent Negro incumbent in 
the “Little Cabinet”, The first Negro 
to gain such distinction was William 
Henry Assistant Attorney 
General of the United States. 191] 
13% under the administration of 
President Taft 


was 


Lewis. 


Lewis was born in Berkely, Virgin 
ia. November 28. 1868. the son of 
former His father, a Baptist 


was the 


slaves. 
clergyman. pastor of a 
The 
local public schools and the Virginia 
Normal and Institute at 
Petersburgh institutions 


which afforded him his early educa 


church in nearby Portsmouth. 
Collegiate 
were the 
tion. Arriving in Boston to further 
his education, which he first had to 
hotel and restaurant em- 
ployment. he that 
by 1888 he was able to enter Am 
herst College. At Amherst he distin- 
guished himself in debating, 


finance by 


Suc eded sO well 


winning 
several prizes, and as center on the 
football team. for which he was later 
Rich of mind but 
poor of pocket, Lewis had to work 
attended college. One of 
which he worked in 
hiraself 
horse of Amherst’s Pres 
ident Seelye. One 
currving, Mr 
the barn and said, “Lewis here's your 
tuition.” When Lewis asked to whom 
he was indebted. 


that. “The 


ey % l ews 


elected captain 
while he 
the chores at 
order to support was at- 
tending the 
morning while he 


was Seelve came into 


Seelye answered 
Lord had sent the mon 
told afterwards, 
“So. I concluded that the Lord sent 


Amberst.”™ 


friends 


me through 


Amherst 
College. Lewis enrolled in the Har 
Football eligibility 
1893, 
so the fact that Lewis had played for 


Upon graduation from 


vard | aw ™ hool 


rules were somewhat loose in 


three vears with Amherst did not bar 
his playing at Harvard too. Playing 
the position of center on Harvard's 
team, as he did at Amherst, Lewis 
heights of stardom and 
acted as the Har 
vard captain for particular games 
Lewis’ renown in football became so 


great that Walter Cemp in 1912 


rose to new 


acclaim. Twice he 
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All- 


For fifteen years af- 


picked 
American team 
ter the 
days, he 


him for his all-time. 


conclusion of “his playing 
line 
coach, developing new tactics for the 


served as Harvard's 


sport td 


Upon graduation from Harvard 
School in 1895, Lewis was ad- 
mitted to the bar, 
began practice in Boston, associating 
himself with Albert A. Bridgham and 


John L. Dyer at Hall. 


Thrice he was elected to the Cam- 


Law 


and immediately 
saristers” 
Council. and in 


1903 he was ele ted to the legisla 


ture, representing 


bridge Common 
a predominantly 
whitie constituency, His popularity 
as an athlete enabled Lewis to gain 
many friends, many being people of 
and 
Honorable Theodore 
Roosevelt. Roosevelt. when president, 
United 
move 


importance and substance one 


of whom was 


ippointed Lewis assistant 


Siates attorney for Boston. ‘a 


which created a sensation in legal 
circles at that time.” In that capacity 
Lewis prosecuted a case against May- 
the of the 
Mayor's political career.” Over pow- 
erful opposition President Taft ap- 
pointed Assistant Attorney 
of the United States. The late Sen- 


ator Lodge of Massachusetts was one 


or Curley at beginning 


I wis 


of his main supporters in the battle 
for Senate 
reluctantly 

There is no doubt 
an obstacle to his 
1912, while he serving in the 
“Little Cabinet” the Bar 
Association tried to recind his elec. 


confirmation which was 


civen, 


that color was 
career, for in 
was 


American 


tion to membership because he was 
a Negro. The Association, meeting in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 1912 
evoked items in the 
press :™ 
“The American Bar 
in seating William H. Lewis, But- 
ler R. Wilson of Boston and Wil- 
liam R. Morris of Minneapolis, as 


these daily 


Association 


members today adopted a resolu- 
tion requiring that hereafter when 
negro attorneys applying for mem- 
bership, their race must be made 
known in the application. 

“The race question precipitated 
a fight which was abruptly ended 
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by an appeal by former Secre volving the million dollar swindle of Jacksonville. Prior to settling in 
tary of War Jacob M. Dickinso: he “Baby Doll” case of Ry dgeport Florida Ballou 


teamed up with 
that further discussion would br Connecticut, and the 


court test o7 re lr. Downing and both be ame 
criticism of the associatior ]m- t impeachment ol Daniel H. ¢ 


oak ! irmental in procuring the repeal 
mediatel y Attorney General Wick v of the Governor's ( 


ounci!.™ yf the law banning inter-racial may 
ersham jumped to his feet and William 


’ Henry Lewis died . riages in Rhode Island 
said, ‘| hope this resolution w 1, 1949 in his 80th vear. His Macon B. Allen was Maine's first 


ry 
is one of the Negro lawve most is well as America’s first Negro | 


awe 


pass, for it recognizes the legality 


of these negrro members, It was istinguished careers.’ ver. Maine's second Neero 


law ver 
The history of early Neo , ippears to have been John H. Hill 
s in New England is princip who like Allen never actually prac 


e story of their VeNnesis it ace ‘ the state However he was 


1 who was chiefly responsible 
bringing this subject 

“Scores of members protested a ; 
rai : of the resolutio 
gainst TT i me . isetts and the continui dawnt. d to t bar of the Supreme 
é 4 é always bee . , 
=o o One 8 t that state as a sourc rf 1c} 0 Sagadahoc Count, 


ic exclude negr : ! ; 
icy to xclude Ve tats teetinan, Rhod . “a gh ss 


“Ts sal | 11s 
Other said, while ti ade some contributior _ ‘l, f arly life fron inpubl shed 
allowed the negro member pT . ‘tial hei on74 ' 

. . nitial one being } . ‘ 
main, it would preclude the ; 
° dentally was iater many H, hor > in Charles 
sion of more negro memhb t . : . 

: ] Southern states John H ‘ “< i i on July ! 
fore the fact of thei: ‘ ’ 

Nhode Island's pioneer Nes 185 was taken by Major J. H 

he made know: to fT 


° He was born in Pr iae 4 tmore Sth Maine 
committee. 


Regiment 


- I 4. 1853 the son ¢ ‘ Inf \ te Maine in | , 
The resolution offered by Mi {- 1 Anna R. Ballou. His 


5 educated by the M 
inson read: m was received in the nor rr tath wel Whitmore. He 


“a hereas three persons Tt tf sols of his native city wna — a -" : . Maine d 


. _ sre elected to 1 . 
colored race were electe pplemented by attendances t the shear: lan idied lav heing ad 
chofield Commercial Colleg: nd mitted te he bar there. In 188] 


: the tutoring of (¢ VW irietor ret ne ‘ Wess Virginia 
electing them that they re of Fea At the age of 18 he 


that race and are now mem! 
this association 
RESOLVED that it 


been contemplated that me 


~ 


bership in this associatior 
knowledge upon the part 


1démitted to the bh: 
he study of law in the office of ! ! or imty there! 


rable Edward T Ames After t t first 
ot studs he was avdn 1a dat. »f his rdmit 


he Supreme Court of Rhode Isla nee heir ugust 20th. 12e] 
the colored race should be ! oS )] 


just years of age 


idmitted to 
tlance was on the Sth aay ! ne th iT " rir Around the 
H “Z - ree ~ iTe i f ! “-* , 
several focal councils a1 I 74 The Providence 


members of this associati: 


m the fa 


if any time any of chem snail re 6. 1874 made note hue owen ; 2 all. Glaser 


ommend a person ot the col ° ell toed 
— c * enimter j re 

ae fer mambentip, t ao ohn H. Ballou, a young co Cavalry being honorabl 

: ‘ > “COI rendati 

pany the recommer la mar late a student f ¢} diect yr 

statement of fact that he is of q ET 


service hi 
a Ames, | sq ve j / as Regimenta : \ Sergeant 
race. idmitted to the bar f e re-enlisted and 
Thus, while three Negro wye mare r 


rie 


is honoral 
ourt, the first colored discha ym the service 


h 
were elected to membership in t . wie then 


on 7 


received that hono »wn application in 1888. Fron 
American Bar Associatior 


responsibility i . vas principal of 
circumstances surroundi: | » graded school in Shenarde 

practiced law in Provis own, West Virginia. In the latter 
about 1882 when | et a f the 
the association professed ride 


mission surely must have 


their ardor for the lofty satee veer tn tien an 
becoming Professor of Phy pointed Professor of English at 
Lewis won his laurels in orator cs and Mathematics at Cookman J) ' a Virginia Colored Ina 
in college. It carried over ir stitute inJacksonville. In 188! becoming president in 1894 
life in the legal profession. It was ~ elected judge of the Justice remaining in such post unt 
seid that his eloquence was su lat =—- 1 th District. Duval County. F! 


he res ned iT 1208 ta) enlist , 
he could hold an entire « or vhich 


position he server ntil the 8th I'S Vol Infantry for the 
spellbound by the hour I nate 99 In Florida he became ident panish-Americen Wer. In S 
pathos and wit. Many of hi 2. 


ilso with seve al newspaper r 1ROR 


p 
he was commissior 
were in behalf of impecunious | iding the Daily Promotor and th d first lieutenant at which rank he 


sons in trouble, particu rly wher Standard. With P H. Thompson and mustered out of the service 
they had no friends. Some of his |. W. Crawford he published Vultun or March 6 1899. In June 
most celebrated cases were the Re in Parva in 1912, He also published of the same year he was appointed 
vere bibery trial: the Ponzi case in- jhe Dictionary of the Colored People Commandant of Cadets and Pro- 
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fessor of Mathematics in the West 
Institute 
1903, resigning 
to travel in the West 
Aside from some few 
the 
West Virginia where 


Virginia Colored where 
he remained until 
his positior 
and Mexi 0 
excursions he 


of his life iu 


he held various positions at the 


remained rest 


Institute ce pending upon the pol- 
ities of the 
Milton Roscoe 
save been the 
to have practiced his profes. 
Maine. He 


the bar in February, 1913 and has 


time.”* 


(,eary appears to 
! first Negro lawyer ac 
tually 


sion mn was admitted to 


practiced in Bangor continuously 
that date 


opr ' ~ 


Geary was born in 


Loiling Pennsylvania on 
May 12. 1885, later moving with his 
Marlboro. 

here he completed his early educa 
tion. He a Marlboro law 
ifhiee for awhile and then entered the 
Maine Law School to 
mplete the work to take 


claims 


uirents to Massachusetts 


worked in 


L niversity 
necessary 
i} 


ition. Geary 


tthe 


ie Dar eXarnnil 
that he landed with 


niy $12.00 but that he was fortunate 


universily 
ough to obtain a job immediatels 


1 box factory. Settling in Ban 


1913 


' mself to the ( 


rom Geary soon endeared 


ommunity by en 


iging religious and 


in various civic, 


ltural community projects and o1 


nizations 


Aside from being 
\ ro lawver he 


the state's only 


was ordained into 
the Northern Bapt 
1927." His religi 
tout hed off 
1 request to speak at the 
West 


| nited 


the ministry 
st Convent 

= career was about 

1927 with 

Ke ptist 
d later the 

Maine 


become a 


church it Hampden, 
Baptists of 
requested Geary to 
which he did, 
of the West H imp- 


en Baptist Church for 5 


formally 
clergyman. 
serving as pastor 
years, As 
soon be 


his reputation spread he 


ume one of the visiting clergymen 

the state. often delivering as many 
is five sermons on Sundays to widely 
sperated all-white churches. On week 


! 


ys he practiced law for a clientele 


OW per cent white 


Gearv was selected by Governor 


Brewster to represent the state on 
the Board of Commissioners of the 
National Memorial 
which was promoting a project for 


the erection of a memorial building 


Association, 


at the National Capital in memory of 
the colored soldiers and sailors who 
served in all wars in which the Na- 
tion has engaged. He also repre- 
sented his state at Philadelphia on 
Freedom Day in 1947 when a crowd 
of 10,000 persons gathered at Inde 
Hall. On this 

one of the speakers 


pendence occasion 


(,eary was 


Gearv has been well served by his 


and he has served his 


we il 


flee ted in his 


community 
which facts are re- 
the 
Chamber of Commerce. the 
Bangor-Brewer Ministers Associa- 
tion, the Board of the 
State of Maine Publicity Bureau, and 


community 
membership in 


Bangor 
Advisory 


in addition he served as secretary 
of the 
Churches: 
Art Society: 
scot United Baptist Association; and 


of the Penobscot 


Banzor-Brewer Council of 


secretary of the Bangor 
secretary of the Penob 
re mber Bar 


A rsociatror 


The social. political and economi 


environment of Connecticut has not 
been conducive to the development 
of the Negro lawyer. Factors respon- 
sible for the laggard development de- 
fy easy isolation. Even though Con- 
necticut. according to the Census of 
1950, supports a sizeable Negro pop- 
ulation, vet only five Negro lawyers 


were then practicing im the state. 


Walter 


have been the first Negro lawver ac- 


James Scott appears to 
tually to have practiced in Connec- 
ticut.”' Seott was born in New Yor! 
City. He attended Washington 
Hopkins Grammar School in 
Haven. Wavland 
the District of Columbia before en- 
rolling in the Yale Law School from 
whic h he 
is sometimes credited with being the 
first Negro to graduate the 
Yale School.”! but the honor 
appears to belong to Edwin Archer 
Randolph who graduated in 1880 
Graduating from the Yale Law 
School in the Class of 1881, Scott 
was admitted to the Connecticut bar 


and 
New 


and Seminary in 


sraduated in 1881. Scott 


from 
Law 


himself 
in the pratcice with Honorable Jos- 
Sheldon, former Municipal 
of New After 
about one vear of practice Scott left 
for Virginia. Ill, Seott returned to 
Connecticut in 1887 where he died 
the next vear. 


immediately. He associated 


eph 


Court judge Haven 


ee 


io 


Edwin Archer Randolph appears 
to have been the first Negro 
ate of the Yale Law School, gradu- 
ating in 1880. As was then the cus- 


gradu- 


tom, all Yale law graduates were ad- 
mitted to the bar on 
than by 


rather 
Randolp was 
admitted to the Connecticut bar in 
this fashion in July, 1880.* Although 
Randolph was admitted to the Con- 


motion 
examination 


necticut bar, yet he never practiced 
there, but returned to his native Vir- 
ginia where he commenced practice 
in 1880. Randolph, born in 1854, 
was the son of far- 
mer, Part of his early education: was 
acquired from the Wayland Semin- 
ary from which he was graduated 
He served on the Richmond Com 
mon Council for two years, and on 
the Board of Aldermen from 1883 to 
1886. In addition to writing the life 


Amelia County 


of John Jasper, renowned Virginia 
clergyman, he published and edited 
the Virginia Planet, Virginia Negro 


newpaper. Technically he appears to 


have been Connecticut's pioneer Ne- 


ro lawyer. 


Although Connecticut has not been 
a fertile field for the development of 
the Negro lawyer. there is one bright 
spot in an otherwise drab situation 
Reference is made to the career of 
Williamson 
hes been the state’s most prominent 
Negro lawyer.” George W. Crawford 
was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama on 
October 21, 1877. He attended Tus- 
Institute and Talladega Col- 
lege from which he was graduated 
in 1900. The same year he matricu- 
lated in the Yale Law School. from 
which he graduated in 1903. 
While Crawford was admitted to the 
Connecticut bar in 1904, he deferred 
entry into actual practice until 1907, 
meanwhile he was employed in the 
New Haven Probate Court 
ford served his and 


George Crawford. who 


kegee 


was 


Craw- 
city in 
including being a 
New City 
Building Lines Commission, New 
Haven Charter New 
Haven Zoning Commission, trustee 
of the Middleton State Hospital, and 
corporation counsel of the City of 
New Haven 
Crawford enjoys the distinction of 
being one of few Negro lawyers who 
has become the chief law officer of 


state 
many capacities, 


member of the Haven 


Commission. 


As corporation counsel 
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a major American Oo ct ot tre speech wl iitw out of the en 
ty ‘aud high esteem in the Meso seactieiony dezauats 


Order earned Crawfo ost « snti-slavery o 


Sovereign Grand Cor 

Northern Jurisdictior 

Rite Masons.”© He t I ern 
“Prince Hall and lower + He 


ne ot the 
hi of the 
oO free slaves dur 


said, “from the 
For many vears he rved ast holdin 


of Talladega Colleg: ; 


University, the capst 


pecorne 


ul civil, servile or 
m that instant the 
ucation. Constitution extend 
In writing about t! . nt e with the instituti 
Negro lawyer in New |! ve iy that it 


effort has been made ev ile tne } Then there 
character extent or qua his a On, 


was | 

) famed 

contribution to the legal prof ergyman. and his dau 
An effort has bee 

te identify the pioneer 

to present some biog 

Massachusetts has 

this presentation be 

trix favorable condit 

lished for the Ne 

emerve. But. what f 

the favorable facto 

setts that did not apy 

New England states? 

opeartive or causat 

difcut to isolate. | 

tors several stand ou 

American Anti-slaver 

formed in Massachusetts 

Tappan as president 

liam Llovd Garrisor 

secretaries. Amons 

herents were the res} 

of Wendell Phillips 

Whittier, Lewis Tay 

Quiney, William Jay 

Birney. The society 

the most effective mea 

ing anti-slavery senti: 

end it invaded the 

courts, the schools. t! 

form, the public mee 

newspapers. By 1840 

ful in promoting the { 

Liberty Party. whic! 

politica] party to adopt t! 

of slavery es part of its p mn f “tates. and 
Much of the leaders! f the ant South. Thr 

slavery movement was cent , son succeeded 

Massachusetts and Mma I ts ny? II ; nd fleren e nt 

citizens were firm adherent \ i the ‘lief in moderat 

doscopic review of some of the ) sturbing the del 

sachusett= citizens eng d , nd especially of the 

slavery activities presents many we econo! dependence ot ther ; lh, Ls ol 


places 
place 


known personalities vr nstance ttor These then. ra wuthorit 


there was John Ou Adams ersor ind one " eT hich uund ] 


then “= ee 
(1767--1848), Sixth President of the hich made Massachusetts the core th { tress of social necessity. 


United States, who championed the of America’s greatest -humanitarian to be operated with at least 
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some semblance of conformity 
vith the standards which had been 
established by the European 
through the traditions of the ages 
The high places in society occu 
pied by the choicest members of 
the white race after years of pre- 
paration had to be assumed by men 
vithout personal or formal fitness 
The stronger and more aggressive 
atures pushed themselves into the 
higher calling by sheer force of 
intutored energy and uncontrolled 
ambrtion 


Ke lly Mille 


ppalling need tor a 


further explained the 
professional 
class amor Negroes, stating: 

The mer ickw ard and Ignor 
int the led. the more skilled and 
ild the leader be. It 
requires more skill to lead the 


helple *s iha 


sagacious si 
ruide those who 
wed no direction. If the blind 
ead the blind. they will both fall 
to the ditch. The professional 
the light of the 
needs headlight 


Classes constitute 
The Ne 
tide him safely and wisely 
the a ers and vicissitudes 
envit civilization, 
Negro lawver's sphere covers 
whole nut 
hts of pr 


»blems volved in the contact. 


involving the 
erty and person. The 
ittrition and adjustment of the 
ices involves issues which are as 
tricate a inv that have ever 
taxed hum sdom for solution 
then. the hite man wko stands 
the hich place of authority and 
eadership his race, forti 
hed as he 1 superior social 
environment, needs to qualify for 
s high calling by thorough and 
suund educational training. surely 


the Negro 


eneral edu 


needs no less thorough 
ition to qualify him 
serve as philosopher. guide and 
iend to 10 million unfortunate 
man bye it} = 

n Maine 1844 and in Mas 
isetts in 1845 and in succeeding 
r states of the United 
of Negro participa 
in the leg il pre 


n the othe 
es the vern 
ylession was plant- 
However, the extent to which he 
« achieved his destiny as a lawyer 
ist await a qual 
s eflorts 

Charles Sumner Brown, M.A,, 

LL.B, 


tative appraisal of 
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YOUR 1.9. 


By Marcuerite CARTWRIGHT 


What French novelist won fame 
for an anti-Semetic novel, and 
is also anti-Negro ? 


W ho was the Negro 


member of Pres. 


woman 
Truman’s 
Committee on Civil Rights? 
Who was the Barbadian leader 
selected to be a member of the 
British delegation to the U.N. 
Assembly in Paris in 1948? 
For what is the daughter of Ira 
Aldridge famous? 
Who is the best known Negro 
bridge builder? 
ANSWERS 

Céline, (Dr. L. F. Destauches) 
author of “Trifles for a Massa- 
cre” and “Journey to the End 
of the Night.” 
Mrs. Sadie T. M. Alexander 
Hon. Grantley Adams. 
The octagenarian daughter of 

Ira Aldridge, who at this 
writing (1956) is still living in 
London, is a well-known com- 
poser and voice teacher, and 
was a student of Jenny Lind 
Archie Alexander, former gov- 
ernor of the Virgin Islands. 





PLEASE GIVE 
US YOUR NEW 
ADDRESS... 
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RICHARD DE BAPTISTE 


By Fred Hart Williams, Detroit, Michigan 


There are living in Detroit today earning who daily came to teach the ‘! ew vears of his life in Detroit 
descendants of one of the oldest far DeBaptiste children. Later, a defiant | most scholarly of the colortu 
lies-colored- in the Lnited States Scotch-Irishman came to the DeBap rly DeBaptistes was a constant 
The DeBaptiste family traces its A tiste home to continue ‘ ne the uflu m the lives of those wh 
merican lineage back to the landing group of children ire his name had come to De 
of the Frenchman, Genera! Lafayett: Richard DeBaptiste grew uy ty pon les Fredericksbu: 


on American soil, Althoug! i 


gh members Fredericksburg area, direct h ye fore he was ordained 
of the family had distinguished them ersies and talents to th — nis r in Ohio. The white teach 
selves in the service of the countr | 
in both the Revolutionary and ame active in church wor upp nded teaching 

French and Indian Wars was persuaded to journey west ¢ <d perso id been bea*e 


beer 


social welfare of his peopl har I had 


several years later that the first rep the Ohio River and to help a . t r on. Richard 


resentative of the DeBaptiste. cl: r to the needs of the freed e atter classes « 


George DeBaptiste, journeyed west there. He accepted a posil in Detroit 
ward and setteled in Detroit. It was ‘ n Springfield towns! ame nd Mr. Davis 1 Was pastor oO! 
here that the freedom-loving DeBap " iS px riod, was orda a econd Baptis rn helped ! 
tistes put their principles to work ; 1 minister in the Baptist de gui ing DeBaptiste in what 
daringly operated one of the nder t | ouncil of Negro and Whit lo Db life work. He left De 
ground Railroad’s most t ‘ rom Cincinnat : ! ‘ eats spiritual and 
stations, smuggling escape: be , t. Pleasant. At the 

into the city and secretii then lized = the 


the DeBaptiste home until they co hureh ' 1BkO00 and re 


be safely transported beyond th { until 1863. In Aug 
clutches of bondage I nada I ‘ tichard Le Bapti le 


f the Olivet 
The DeBaptiste fa: 

in Virginia, in the Frederik nt 
area, and it was here that 
DeBaptiste was born Nov 
1831. one of the seven il 
William and Eliza DeBapt 
though they were free. tl 


cceeding ve 
rose through the 
s in the nationa 
f the Baptist Church 
president of the ¢ ) ed yt i provemen if the nator 
Missionary 
t meeting in 1866 an 


ted every year but two u u CENTRAL STATE COLLEGE 


“ mnsolidation was dissolved WILBERFORCE, O10 
secure a degree of formal 1876, he was tee 1887 1959 | 


P hie » 
and William DeBaptiste was the predominatly whit OVER THREE SCORE YEARS OF 
mined that his children would ve : \ ; ‘ EDUCATIONAL SERVICE TO YOUTH 
i rt | ree lission ™ oe le i! r } sing «@ < ege, « student, his 
perents and advisers s | give 
is secretary of the Ame ! thought? consideration to its program 
) Baptist Conventior During + co .* yp Bn pcan woe bn. 
those caught teaching Negroes. but “ss veers. ex DeBaptis 
ree . ’ ta : beneficial effects of its student life and 
William DeBaptiste used his bh eae shout the countrv. str student ectivities. end the opportunities 
ij P L . thie ' 4 available for educatior eadership and 
asa & oolhouse. invil hy . ‘ ! the ehure h and sett ' . 2 astias ENTRAL STATE COl 
tive . r oll pA be ' . EGE fers 2 4 thece pportunities 
s to bring their child th Ets - Meee A nraliGe am or ao inet Gane 
CENTRA TATE EGE s co-educs 
Rev DeBaptiste ( ne nterdenominationa and nter 


privileges of freedom 

groes, and education was 
prohibited freedoms. H 
DeBaptistes had always 





an education. There was a 
manding fines and impris 


the scholarly standing of its faculty, the 


classes. He engaged a c: 


secial tn te eamortunities end gurnecse 
Registrar, Central State College 
Fred Hart Williams. a native of Det uublications and even s ( WILBERFORCE, OHIO 

is the son of the late Jol ‘ : »-editor with the Rev. G.f I FULL STATE, REGIONAL AND 
Catherine Eugenia (Ball) ‘ ums. He f 4] NATIONAL ACCREDATION 

a member of the following unizat He Fer information Write 
Friend Detroit Public Library troit and . yeal © was Corresp 
Michigan Historical Soviet , t tor two other religious 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. He was re Monitor of 


' St. | 
cently appointed to the 


War Centenial Commission | C | enne I tional Monitor of Bro ADVERTISE IN THE 
Williams, Governor of the i NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN 


also an active worker in the 


of the ASNLH. loug v. DeBaptiste 


rel 


if ( hu vo Conserva 
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LIBERIA AND CAPITALISM 


Recently nh an impressive arti le 
Wall Street Jour 
nes in for high praise 
called “the 


the ultra, ultra 
Liberia ‘ 
most impressive 


capitalism in black 


This Bible of 


estinent interest 


U.S. capital and in 
expreses the hope 
iat Liberia’s « 

by neign borin nations 


Liberia . 


Karl ple will be follow 
(and 
wlictes will have an 


mact on the MOni«c police les of 


and Ni 


Chana 


wiy indepe lent 


1 


The articl nts out why all un 


ries need capital, 
usually wait to 
ition s economic 
titude esting their capital 
ts future wever, it continues 
needs 


to start sink 


into 


the count desperately 


tal, then likely 


(,overnim noney indus 


zation. Private investors, wor 
l about the then 


kely to 


wm lalistye steps, 
away. Thus a vie 


led 


that such words 


cc Sik h dangerous 
ilization of indus 


risk to shy away 


Journal provides 
for President Tub 
his campaign to 
ifhee, for it suc- 
he incredibly im 
solid achievement 
in ofhee 1) in 
sto 
) 


«!' increase of 


estments from 


| export trade from 
})} Government 
20 million: and 
dollar expansion 
er way 


articl 


ikes Liberia unques 
the he ry the 


tes that |! 


pies ¢ and 


investors “need 


k no further 


that Li 


and pre 


Ss Impose. deny 


is Open 1) Policy 


nee for private rather than Gov 


nent operation of business has 


tributed ¢ ously to building 


Yet. with all of the 


By Marguerite Cartwright 


orchids the Wall Street Journal tos 
ses at Liberia, one cannot help but 
“showcase 


wonder why this valuable 


of capitalism” is not more generously 
rewarded by both private capital and 


the U.S. Gobernment. 


It is disappointing to see even the 
tax-trex 
The Rockefeller Brothers 
Funds, with its interesting scheme to 
African 


ment, has projects in Ghana and Ni- 


ereat foundations by pass 


ine Libe ria 


aid in economKn develop 


geria but not in Liberia 


The Ford I 


bursal of 


oundation, in its dis 
tax-free funds, contributes 
little if anything 


ward Liberian interests 


which might for 
Recently Li 
heria received one of its most unkind 


cuts when. after long years of study 
the Ford | 
Development Program 
it had made 


a billion dollars 


oundation in its Oversea’s 
boasted that 
rrants totaling more than 
and notes that “by 
far the largest role the Foundation 
will play in Africa will be assistance 
to educatio hoping to lay the 
groundwork for rapid but meaning- 


edu 


tunity by assisting research and plan- 


ful expansion of ational Oppo! 
efforts to strengthen the 
African 


self-government, administration, soc- 


ning 


capacity of countries for 


President 
Anniversary Celebration of Liberia. 


ial and economic research and rura 


development 4 


When the money was distributed. 
colleges in Kenya, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Rhodesia, Tanganyika and Uganda 
all receive their share, but to Liberia, 


in response to its request for aid. 


only a letter of regrets! 
Most 


our Government has 


bad 
fallen 


failing to reward our friends 


habit 
into of 
Admit 


tedly, President Tubman has firm be 


important is the 


liefs about the superiority of free en- 


terprise over state socialism. He is 
a straight-forward, proud, stubborn 
man who could never bring himself 
to use the old “if you-don’t-help-us 
line. It 


have worked in other places, but for 


we ll-look-elsewhere” may 


him such threats would cut across 
his deepest convictions which have 
emerged from his time-tested long 


experience in administration and 
economics, Even if Liberia continues 
to be flung aside and never receives 
priority when extensive funds for aid 
and development are 

will 
shaken in his convictions about 
Our knows 


this and apparently feels little rea 


passed out, 


President Tubman remain un- 
free 
enterprise, Covernment 


son to be concerned about Liberia. 


Tubman greets Gov. G. Mennen Williams of Michigan at the Illth 
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But what our Gover 
overlooked is the reactior th t id Responsibilit 
from the Atrican and other countires ulture 
where we are not so secu! < } ! — eddin * 


ing their loyalties. Over and oy vers of the America 


again these fence-stradd papers durin 
derisively point to | 
lone good little capitalis t . the merican Ni 
say: “what does it 

Admittedly, there has be 

progress under the Tub: 

stration, but how mu 

progress might hav: 

erosity to Liberia wer 

tude of that we hav: 

such places as India, Turk 

and Yugoslavia. In 

what we have done [{ 

the little handouts and 

rate piddling loans 


like chicken feed. 


Liberia certainly 
outstanding talent 
just share of the hand 
seasoned skilled manipu 
congressional lobbyists 
the world’s most 
relations set ups, and s 
praises in the weakest 
ing to be known to ! 
through John Gunth 
course, they are a proud 
people, knowing that 
very much more help t 


before the Tubman era 


But the fact remains { 
Wall Street Journal cla 
is to be the show cas 
both Government and 
ests should more 


nlerence has as its ther 


paper is entitled 
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dar Carve! {dams of Barb 
nd other Negro Leaders could 

| whereby pul 

of Coloured 

seed will he 

Commu! 

that vour 


to 


accon 








their apprication, making it the best 

possible show case and ther BARBADOS. W. | 
ing valid reasons for othe: . Pp Sirs 

to follow Liberia and 

fidence that lone Africa 

man has placed in 


chosen as “our way 


HAMPTON INSTITUTE 
J. Saunders Reddi lames We 


don Johnson prolesso! 





writing at Hampton Inst 

of 14 leaders and members 
merican Society of African 
representing the United States 
Second Congress of Negro 


and Artists meeting in Rom 


Sponsored by ne 


Society of African Cultu 


HENSON 
Mr. He 


JAMES C. EVANS 
" \aeistar 








Send Materials For The 
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to 
ALBERT N. D. BROOKS 
WASHINGTON, D. ¢ 
1538 NINTH ST.. N. W. 
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FRANK FULTON WOOD MAKES HISTORY 
AS RAILROAD SIGNALMAN 


By J. Reuben Sheeler, Texas Southern University 


Adaptat 0 nas 
word and master key 
Frank Fulton W 


smith 


been the magic 


to success for 
od. From the black 


work early mechanical de- 


ses in the railroad signal evstem he 


has moved by adaptation to the mod- 


n and intr ile system operated 


through electronic and radar 


power 
Perhaps the: nothing more fasci 
ting than the 


aling im the 


levelopment of sig 
reat romance of the A 
rican railroad 
N ve mb ! 


{ 


958 marked the ter 
ilion o period of servic 
that is filled 
idaptation for 
Frank Wood he closed the book of 
Houston Division of 


New Orleans Railroad. 


t of the Southern Paci 


rawroag . naiing 


, 
will char ind 


Leading Signalman 
uy is a rank below 
1. 1958 several 

ts in the signal ce 
lr and N.O. Rail 
ed. In this re-organ 
inder the direction 
man Frank Fulton 
ed. Several mem 
virtue of seniority 


f his er 


vund the into other units 
e Woo inned tor retirement 
found § Mr. 
select group of 


n Negro lite. 


survey 


December L956 


tory ina 

stallations in the 

Houston Bea nt irea. from the 
devises to th 


Whe’ 


this area to rene h 


yperations 

first 
height of Leading Signalman and 
therhoor ssion in the rail 
ad indusiry I rar I 


lor a long time. it 


Wl ood may he 
the last- at 
vas with a deep feeling of nostalgia 
looked upon 


ms ¢ xpl rine the changes through 


that he these installa- 


t? that continuously elimin 


e vears 
d the ser « of more and more 


eT As are 


the railroad 


tes the exacting action 
il regulating the 
controlling 


vement of the trains,, 


the railroad crossing, throwing the 
awitches, oiling the tracks, and noti- 


fying headquarters of and disorder 


bridges, he begins to 
of the sienal 


men and the dependeace of life ipon 


on tracks o1 
realize the importance 
their work 

Frank Fulton Wood was born at 
Troy, December 26. 1896, the 
fourth child of six children in the 
family of Washington and 
Mary Elizabeth Wood. When Frank 
old, his 
Texas. Spending a 
early life 


early 


Texas, 
(,eorge 


was three years family 
moved to Temple, 
portion of his with a 
assumed the 
idult. Though 
ong period of 


education. Frenk 


mn for art and figures 


grandmother. he 
responsibilit ol an 
not in 
formal 


keen 


1 ¢ 
~ h wot tor da 
gained a 


ippres iti 


his training in 


the fundamentals that he 


and made the best ot 
gained at 
Temple, Taxas 

The early inclination toward 
mechanical activity and talent in art 
were soon recognized in the work 
and play of Frank as he « ontinued to 
draw, paint and construct numerous 


during his vouth. One can 


W ood 


technical activity 


things 


readily see that was destined 


to a career in some 
such 


though his possibillities for 


training were limited. Consequently, 


his training 
work. He be 


as a laborer 


it was his lot to gai 
through experience o/ 
gan his railroad carcer 
in the signal installation gang, June 





Frank F. Wood explaining how electric signal is constructed and operates 
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6, 1917. An accomplished blacksmith 
Wood found his trade 
the working of the mecl.anical sig 
month he 
was assigned to the job as helping 
blacksmith to W. R. Smylie on a 
mechanical interlocking plant. Mr 
Wood jokingly critic’zed the hand 
ling of the work by Mr. Smylie wh 
asked if Wood felt that he could d 
it better. With an affirmative 
Wood found himself that day bei 
made the head blacksmith 
On June 6, 1918 Frank was 
ed into the 


applic able to 


nals then in use. After one 


answer! 


Army and itt 
months became a Corporal 

Travis in Virginia. Wit! 

from camp Travis to Camp 
ander and then to Camp Stuart 
devoted much time to work 

army band in which he serve: 

After being transferred t 
Little Rock, Frank 


late 


drummer. 
Camp Pike at 
Wood was discharged Imme 
after his discharge he wired signa 
engineer E. E. Worthing for 
road pass to Houston where he 


a fai 


turned to a career in the signal ser 
vice, July 20, 1919. 

A few months of work under t 
supervision of R. B. Kelle: 


Frank Wood 


assistant signalmar 


with’ a promotor 
tatus. Wor 
on the Galveston Causewa 
pneumatic interlocking plant 
One short period found Woo 
of the signal services. Thi 
period of two years in whic! 
a blacksmith in Houston. During 
time, he took courses in auto 
mechanics at Booker T. Washingto: 
High School. The offer of a better 
job with the railroad enticed Wood 
to return to the signal service. Re 
izing that mechanical signaling 
to be rapidly replaced by electri 
systems he began studying and 
watching the new electric installat 
about 1927. The next thirty year 
work for Frank Fulton Wood was 


devoted to the signalman services as 


he moved eventually into the leading 
signalman rank and admission to th 
Brotherhood of Railroad signaimen 
Woods was married on Christmas 
Day in 1917 and is the father of four 
children. He is an artist by 
and will no doubt continue his paint 
ing in much of the leisure time that 
comes with retirement. He 


vocatior 


has ex- 
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While the life of Frank Fulton 
W ox d is the Negro with 


ceptionally sensitive response to 


h hited several of his oil 
Museum of fine Arts 
canvases tor ) 


and fifty dollar 


paintings 

Houston's 
nd he sold 
th me hundred 
Via \ ot his 


ind trains and railroad life 


story of a 


it is fairly typical of a large 
Negroes who 


ids i! 


scenes 


iber of have served 


that 
} 


w becoming history f davs with railro the South in many 


ynne by varied « ipacities 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S CORNER 


Know Your History 


By Jessie Hf, Roy 
The slaves and free Negroes who, 


get some 
Civil War- 


4 hools or in ae 


enough to 
before the 


either in approved 


were fortunate 


education 


ret ones, were the little leaven which 
eavened the massive lpmp of ignor 


ince which the freedmen mhertte. 


Those who had been house slaves, 


had learned much by contact. Some 


had even taught themselves to read 
und write from the wealth of materi 


ils around them, and by keeping 


their ears and eyes open when their 
weners 


were talking or reading. or 


irrving out business deals with 


ther planters. These slaves were in 
better position to take full advantage 
if post-war education 

But there 


had 


tion whatever 


were millions who 


heen denied any educ 
a period of re than two hund.- 
red years: and it was this huge group 
presented suc h 


These 


field hands: at 


which an educational 


problem salves had been the 
d were the most desti 
most ignorant 


War. 


ess to learn, however. 


tule as wel is the 
up at the end Ot th- 
Their eagert 
ide their progress a modern mir 

for il is 


shortage if 


wccomplished with a 


reat teachers and 
hools in most 
Much credit 


nen and wometr 


ves to 


areas 
« due to the unselfish 
who dedicated their 
the education of the people. 
The names of those dedicated men 
ind women of both races belong on 
permanent roll of honor in the 
of all 
of the 
ons in the benevolent white group, 
Mr. |. G. Fee. the 
College in Ken 
lost 
enllightenment to 
black. 
father 
Fee 


but due, 


hearts \merwans 


One most remarkable per 


was the Rev 
1 vunder ot Le rea 
tucky. The Rev Mr 


hr desire to bring 


Fee never 


ill who needed it white or 


disinherited by his 


\lews, Mr 


established Berea m 858: 


Though 
for his anti-slavery 
to pressure from pro-slavery expon 
ents, and to frequent persec ution by 
mobs, the had to be 
up until after the War. 

In 1865, a charter was obtained 
for the school. Its firet student body 


venture given 


soon, three colored 
admission, This 
caused a furor because when the Ne- 


was white. but 
boys applied for 
gro students classes. 
half the white students. walked out 
Gradually. 


reported for 


they returned, however, 
and the work of the school went on 
as it had been intended to do-barring 
no one because of race or creed. 

student at 
Carter G. Wood- 
son, founder of the “Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History” 
and of “The Associcted Publishers.” 


Fisk of the 


most popular schools of higher learn- 


4 most distinguished 
this school was Dr 


University, still one 
ing for Negroes. opened its doors in 
1866 at Nashville. This 


school was under the direction of the 


Tennesee 


American Missionary Association 


which we have mentioned many 


In 1871. the school be- 


gan to earn not 


times before 
only much money 


for its operation, but also much 
praise from all over the country: for 
that was the year the famous “Fisk 
Jubilee Singers made their debut. 
From Fisk, through the years, have 
come many scholars of national and 
international fame to more than just 
itv the school’s continued existence 
In 1867. General Otis Q). 


was largely responsible for the es 


Howard 


tablishment of Howard University at 
Washington, D.( 


tion in the 


Its strategic loca 
nation’s Capitai, its 
mangificent physical plant, and the 
large number of national and world 
scholars who make up its faculty, put 
the forefront of all the 


schools in the world established pri- 


Howard in 


marily for Negroes. 

The school was never inteded to 
cater EXCUSIVELY to Negroes, but 
were to form the bulk of the 
body 


has students from 


they 
student Today. the university 
everywhere-from 
lands as Asia 


such far-a-way 


Africa. 


Its curriculum is designed to train 


even 
and 
leaders ir the professions, and in 


business. This it does: sending out 
yearly physicians, dontists, lawyers. 
teachers, ministers, artists, engineers, 
and business men and women. Many 
Howard Alumni have become famous 


in their chosen fields. 


even 


Some of Howard's professors are 
so well equipped for their work, that 
North and South, 
seek them as lecturers and instruc- 
tors in their own schvols; for a large 
number of Howard hold 
master and doctor's degrees from 


other colleges. 


teachers 


such distinguished institutions as 
Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Radcliff. 
ithe Chicago. 


University of Pittsburgh; and several 


University of 
foreign colleges and universities in- 
cluding Oxford College. England. 


While Fisk and Howard 


academic studies, it is 


stress 
recognized 
that in nO group are all students fit- 
ted for this type of education. Even 


the most and 


ancient highly civi- 
lized groups have within them, those 
who are better suited to work with 
their hands: and Negroes are no ex- 


ception to this rule 


It became necessary. therefore. to 
establish industrial schools in many 
parts of the South. One of the first 
of these was Hampton Institute in 
Virginia. Hampton was unique in 
that it was not owned or controlled 


by state or government. but by a 


board of seventeen trustees represen- 
ting different sections of the country. 


and six religious denominations. no 
one of which had more power than 
the other. The school was opened in 
1868. Toray it stil] features agricul- 
ture and industrial but its 


also 


courses, 


academic opportunities are 


reat 


Its famous 
Institute in 


offspring. Tuskegee 
Alabama, is probably 
known today that its 
parent, Hampton. Tuskegee was es- 
tablished in 1881. .and Booker T 
Washington, a graduate of Hampton 
was chosen to establish and direct it 


better 


From the beginning, Tuskegee has 
trained Negro boys and girls in the 
important fields of agriculture and 
industry. Great stress has been put 
upon land ownership and cultiva- 
tion; and many a Negro who started 
out just after 
slavery, owes his wealth and comfort 
to the lessons learned at Tuskegee. 

With such men on its faculty as 
the late scientist George Washington 


poor and ignorant, 
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Carver, it is not har which. education is a 


why Tuskekee has h« ! rid-re in end 


nowned: 


Tre re 
and its gradu ets ! The best known an 
Miss Lucy Lar 
agriculture and industry are respect harlotte Hawkins Brown 
ed ways of life. Mary McCleod Bethune 
Many Tuskegee raduates ive at 


taken seriously their fou ols for 


three 
after in all parts of 


rier were 


these 
Negroes TL 


us advice to “( ast dow ‘ n contributed the pric 


womer 


“ou ; : 
where uu are, and have ! na 
re you are ind t iu t of womanliness whi 


> te ofitable ort . 
expected and profita Py vart of all the other scho 


right at home wh but which had not 


come highly respected tizens ind enlarged upon as the 


their communities. 


their schools. 
\ departure fron seeined to 
it was a school established , 

e oO ition can 


women, was Spelma ' 80. thev 
lant: corg) } 10 vi 

Atlanta, Georgia. 1 niv the three “ 

began in 188 

dark, damp basement 


ship Baptist Church 


was 


It was taught 
Northern white w 
Packard. and Miss H 
after 
ed in getting togethe 


much diseoura 


to open the «hoo Tt 
greatly rewarded by 


shown by the ‘stude 


From a handful 


first year. the schoo found 


rollment of one hu te Cs 
the 

one third were bet 
hit 


second 


women own pe 


willir 
hundred 


a achool 


twenty-five and 


Some laughed at tf se « r Vv rt ovide 


«hool was 


but sO eager 
that they 


and several of then 


men, 
Presbyteriar 


hirst 


learning, 


echo 
Negros 
hundred dol 
Miss Lane 


for ny we 


eight miles daily 
weather 

From such an hu 
Spelman grew into 
tional plant with sev lotte Hawk 
ings and a lovely « 

Mr. John D. Rocket ' irned ovt 
interested in the wo manners 


ed much money to t! \ ehool 


~ hool. 
Many 


the seme purposes ar 
pur} 


worlliy scho hese three educators, Mi 
i 1 tf ime perhaps the best know 


one ot laraoe 


other 
just described. was 
but the ley \ } ¢ f ' if 


were n s ‘ \ il t most o 


Spr il 
the country: formerly slave 
f her ed 


efforts 


her several scholars 


mentioned 
the 
formal training. 
jut it remained for the Neg She established Bethune- h 
touch up eve at Da Beach. Florida 


the National 
Council of Negro Women with head- 


least. best one own 


man to put her femir ytona 


the education of her people 
to add that intangible quality without 


nd also organized 


and 8U 


quarters alt Washingt 
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D.C. In this 


ul the tried to br ng together 


ner irom many org 


wmiza 


re Wi 


work 


with each other it 


century we 
meryee ir mT i 
‘ und prey 
roup 
Though he 
the Ne 
and 
ecirck 
whose 


rut 
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For Whom Is Your 
School Named? 


By Geneva C. Turner 


Vargaret Washington 
Vocational School 


It is most important that girls be 
trained in the practical things of life 


such as the household arts, 


management, and the occupations 
ind trades suitable to women so that 
they may become expert beauticians. 
dieticians, and thezlike 
with this 
if life either in their 
is a means of liveli 


scamst resses 


Girls are forever faced 
practical sice 
wn homes, or 
1oond 
The Margaret W ashington Vo 
itional School on O Street between 
First and North Capitol Streets N.W.., 
Washington City 


girls 


is the place 
where 


n get this type of train 


ilong with the basic academi 


subjects. The woman for whom this 
«hoo! is named-MARGARET MUR. 
RAY WASHINGTON.-realized _ per- 
taps more than most women of het 

necessity for this kind 
life of girls. Her 
type of work spread 


me the real 
| tramunsg m tne 
nfluence in tl 

n the school in which she was em 
loved out into the community. then 
the surrounding states of her 
wn country, and was also felt inter 
tionally 

Margaret Washington received her 
Macon, Mississippi 
on March 9, 


She taught in Macon County. 
Mississippi, from 1883 to 1885 and 


tucati 
where she was born 


1865 


then went to Fisk University and was 
raduated in 1889 

Her next pos tion 
Institute she was Dean of the 
Women’s Department, In 1893 she 
iarried Booker T. Washington, the 
of the Institute. Until 1925 
she also taught in the classroom and 
other task to which 
she was assigned. She then organized 
the Women’s Club of the 
ut of which grew the Russell Farms 
Social Settlement, the night school in 


was at Tuskegee 


where 


! vunder 


per for med any 


Institute 


the town of Tuskegee. a committee to 
county, and 


Mothers’ Clubs in different parts of 


visit persons in the 
county 

It was through her influence that 
the organization of the Alabama Fed- 
eration of Colored. Women’s Clubs 


home 


was formed which founded a reform 
boys, now under state 
Mount Meigs, Ala- 
bama. It was due to her efforts also 
that Dorothy Hall was built, 
home for 


school for 
management at 


which 


is a girls’ industries at 


Tuskegee. For 25 vears she super- 


vised these industries and all who 
in contact with her were im 
with the 


teaching girls to make healthy, sani- 


came 
pressed importance of 


tary. and attractive homes 


Mrs. Washington became national- 
ly known for her fine training and 
development of the practical life of 
girls. She was president twice of the 
National Association of Colored Wo 
men’s Clubs, and also a member of 
the executive committee of the Com 
mission on Interracial Cooperation 
Internationally, she was the president 
of th International Council of Wo 
men of the Darker Races of the 
World. Her busy life ended on June 


», 1925 at Tuskegee. Alabama 


No one could have been more aptly 
chosen than Margaret Murray Wash 
ington for whom to name this Voca- 
tional School, because she spent her 
life in training and helping others to 
train girls to develop a knowledge of 
those practical matters so necessary 


in the life of 


every woman, 


NIGERIA 


15th April 1959 
Dr. A.N.D. Brooks. 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
The Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History, 
Incorporated, 
1538 Ninth Street, N.W.. 
Washington 1, D.( 
U.S.A, 
Dear Doctor Brooks: 

I thank you for your letter dated 
3th March 1959 regarding the sup- 
ply of all available volumes of the 
JOURNAL OF NEGRO HISTORY 
We have received the complete set of 
NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN, but 
the JOURNAL has not yet arrived 

I enclose herewith the sum of $238 
in full settlement of your bill and, 
visiting the United States 


soon, l hope to be in position to pay 


as I am 


you the balance of 9 cents 


I can vou of my interest 
in the work of the Association. and if 
you are interested in some old vol- 


umes of the JOURNAL in my pos 


session I shall be too happy to send 


assure 


them to you. 
Sincerely yours. 
NNAMDI AZIKIWE 
Premier of Eastern 


Nigeria 





Meeting, 


CORRECTION 


In the January, 1959, issue of the Journal of Negro 
History, included in the Annual Report was the 
statement that the Association's Meeting in 
Richmond voted to select Grambling, Louisiana, 
as the place of the Annual Meeting in October, 
This was an error. Although the place of Meet- 
ing was discussed at Richmond, final choice was 
left to a special committee. This committee se- 
lected Florida A & M State University, Tallahas- 
see, Florida as the place of the next Annual 


OCTOBER 15 - 18, 1959 
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HISTORY CLUBS AND BRANCHES 


O_O = theater personalities =p akers bus ‘ - ne Alty { rispus 
COVER ness mer. educators and profs 7 right general chairman. Dut 

leaders ippeared on the val is pro he ¢ ring the Medical, Denta 

Pharmaceutical Association pre 

Cicero Roundsville is deeply in- 
terested in the progress of the Afri , d chorus 

can countries. Intense interest in R \ 

Negro History at Fort Valley State ila NON 


College, Georgia, has been created = meeting. Sunday. Fe 
by Cleopatra Love, Sponsor. 


| three scholarships, to be used 
held of 
msored by 
the ! Ministers 
Zion Hill Baptist Churel jance lowe illowa 
with Vrs Bern e Vi {,ruce 


CALIFORNIA ® iver as ton i 


rest choruses that app 


Los Angeles | luded First AMI 


ps Temple copies ! , : Mas Matt 


Celebration idsworth Seventh Day Adventist. jitirman and Mrs. Nicey Alexand 


Mayor Norris Pi Ree rg 
official proclamation laring tl are 
week of Feb, 8-15 “Neg tor n Monday night Jester H 
Week” in Los Angles an lling up his Metropolitan Ch 
on “all citizens to joi bser rs with Jonnie Lee a 
vance of the important rok t re ¢ roup of celebrate irtist ITIVE DEPARTMENT 


Negro in our community | t cl ng (larence Ni 1s 


. | Miller bddic 
Launching the weck-long celebra — Arthur 


ndersor 














tion was a mass meeting at Zior inte Cornenter. Rill : in 
‘ . i rt arpeni ilke ‘ 7, “ 
Baptist Church, Sunday afternoon, at , Beavers. Madi rma at d its culture. | desi 
which -Dr. J. Saw ders Red a ee a alse 
writer, lecturer and educator sp inda Randolph M ; yo R HIS 


},*) 


gary Bto ls 


i 
TORY WEEK 


on “Color and Propagand ' 


special emphasis on d 
iwrence ! vas | erTK ie s a trul 

; cipal speaker or ss am te t wiet better knowledge 
Dr. Redding arrived 20 wee . D : oo a rN, Tee 


ro 


the western states. 


Angeles Thursday afte: fr Rese,’ ; ome y PE Fe Pe 
Hampton, Va.. where he is a . 
of the institute faculty. Ap: 
ference was scheduled { 
p.m., at the Statler Hotel 





There was a full progra 
with interesting events ea 
the week. illustrating 
role in all aspects of « 

The celebration. sponsor: 
by Our Author Study Clul 
Mrs. Vassie Wright “ 
president, had as its chairma 
Lindsay, field representat 
Supervisor Kenneth Hah: 
co-chairman Mrs. Gaynelle 


The various programs 
Music and the Negro 
ness. Fraternal Night. Busi: 
Professional Night. Church 
Oratorical Contest, Proud An 
Day Luncheon and the climay 
week, Queen's Day at Plummer Pa Los Angeles Mayor Norris Poulson, right, presents Negro History Week Pro- 
on Sunday, Feb.15 clamation to Mrs. Vassie D. Wright, founder-president of Our Authors Study 


: : ; Club, A.S.N.L.H. branch At left is Gilbert W. Lindsay, Chairman and Mr« 
A number of choirs, movie and Gaynelle Miles, co-chairman of the Los Angele« celebration 
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Dr. J. SAUNDERS REDDING 
\uthor, Historian and Professor of 
Creative Literature, Hampton Insti- 
tute, Hampton, Virginia. 





| know of no more important goal 
IN WITNEESS WHEREOF, | 
have hereunto set my hand and 
sused the Great Seal of the State of 
ifixed this 20th day 
January AD One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Fifty-nine 
EDMUND G. BROWN 


Lhovernor 


California to he 


| 





PASADENA 


Dr. Griffin Lauds Gains 
Dr. Edna Griffin 


ywtetrician addressed an 


nationally-famed 
overflow 
sudinece at Pasadena Presbyterian 
hurch 

Her remarks 
speaker at the 


wh h ‘ losed 


carn as prim ipal 
ber therhood 
the 24th annual cele- 


National Negro History 


service 


ration of 
Week 
She reviewed the Negro’s position 
American history and pointed out 
making 


tributions in the 


that he is outstanding con 
fietds of medicine, 
farming and labor. 

Commemorating the birthdays of 
Abraham Lincoln. George Washing 
Frederick Douglass. the 
spoke on “A Para 
doxical Birt! \ 


Love 


acience, fine arts 


ton and 
pnvsician-surveor 


I nimpoac h ible 


She stressed the paradox of the 
spirit of the poople who came to this 
founded a 
great country, they also engaged in 


country and while they 


slave trade. 


Dr. Edna L. Griffin, one among the 
few foremost Obstetricians in Amer- 
ica, .Pasadena’s prominent citizen, 
member of Scott Methodist Church, a 
woman of achievement, was chosen 
speaker for this service by the com- 
mittee for her achievements in the 
fields of medicine and surgery and for 
outstanding service in the field of the 
Humanities. 





Dr. Griflin, who several vears ago 
cracked the Negro 


physicians and nurses in Pasadena 


color line for 


hospitals, was introduced by Federal 


Judge Thurmond Clarke. 


who also 


read Lincoln's Emancipation Procla 


mation, 

Rev Robert Garner II] 
was chairman. Host pastor was Rev 
Ganse Little. 


Leorge 


Charles LeRoy Sercrease. 18-vear- 
old pianist from Houston, Tex., and 
Buell Thomas, tenor of the broadway 
production of Carmen Jones, pre- 
sented musical selections, 

Ethel Houston directed Pasadena’s 
combined choirs and Rev. Isaiah H. 
Hunt Rev. D. DeWitt Turpeau 


delivered the invocation and benedic- 


and 


tion, respectively. Two-year-old Edna 
Grace Triggs led the assembly in a 
salute to the flag 

\ fellowship hour and reception 


followed at the Pasadena YWCA. 





POET'S CORNER 
FREEDOM BELL 

by Gertrude 
Ring again Freedom Bell, 


Parthenia McBrown 
Ring out loud and clear 

Ring 
Ring again Freedom Bell 
Ring across land and sea 


for the world to hear. 


Until the whole world is free. 
Ring for every race and creed, 
Ring for every brother's need. . 
Ring again Freedom Bell. 

May your peals never cease 
Until we sing your song of Peace. 


DETROIT 
The Detroit Branch 
The Association for the Study 
Of Negro Life and History 
5401 Woodward Avenue 
at West Kirby 
Detroit 2, Michigan 
STEVE CRAWFROD 
34th ANNUAL CELEBRATION NE 
GRO HISTORY WEEK-FEBRUARY 
8-15. 1959 THEME “NEGRO HIS 
TORY—A FOUNDATION FOR A 
PROUD AMERICA” 
NEGRO HISTORY 
EXHIBIT 
Presented by the Detroit 
of the A.S.N.L.H.. in 
with the Lucy Branch. 
Y.W.C.A.: and the Detroit Heirloom 
Society. This exhibit will be on dis 
play at the Lucy Thurman, Y.W.C.A.. 
East Elizabeth-February 8 
February 15 
NEGRO HISTORY RADIO 
PROGRAM 
“( oncepts of Negro History” 





CULTURE 


Branch 
cooperation 
Thurman 


through 


o 


February & 1959 at 3:34 
p.m. Radio Station WCHB- Inkster 
Mrs. Marguerite Massey. Moderator. 
Wayne State University 
Dr. Charles Quick, 
Law School. Wayne State University 
Dr. Alfred H Kelley. Professor of 
History. Wayne State University 
Mr. Harvey C. Jackson, Jr.. Counsel- 
or, Highland Park High School 
4 ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
Theme: “The Negro—A Contributing 
Factor to the History of the World” 
Sunday. February 8, 4:00 P.M 
Detroit Historical Museum. (Hall of 
Citizenship) Woodward at Kirby 
Dr. Horace Bradfield. The Negro in 
Medicine 
Mr. Leon Wallace. 
Mayor Miriani 
Mrs 
Organized Labor 
Mrs. Johnson. Women of 
Color 
Dr. Arthur Curtis, Negro in Science 
Mr. Arthur Johnson, Civil Rights 
Mr. William Matney, Negro in 
Journalism 


Sunday 


Professor in 


representing 
Lillian Hatcher. the Negro in 


Beatrice 
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Attorney Charles W. 


froes in Law 


Wexler. Ne Governor G. Mennen Williams 
Judge Elvin Davenport 
Dean Robert Nolan. The Negro j Judge Joseph A. Sullivan 
Music Kdear ( urne, Mate Repres ntative 
Mr. Wilbur Chapmar Song Stvlist Henry D. Brown. Director Detro 
Clarice Young, Ac Ompanist Histortoris al Mus um 
Mr. } C. Danev. Chairmar x , 
1 John . i "nh alr { . The — Hall Glee ¢ lub 
etrou roa \ sine 


A. Vanes 


turday 


: ; 22 Mak 
ecutive Secretary. 
League 
A MUSICAL WITH HISTORICAI 
NARRATIVI 
“UNDERSTANDING THI 
SPIRITUALS” 
featuru 
NORTHWESTERN 
OF MUSIC CHOIR 
Mr. Charles Directo 
Juanita Coleman, Pianist Resa 
Narrated by Jerr Blocker 
Marguerite Coar NEGRO 
The Alpha & Omega C]} Dr. Charles H 
Mr. Edward Thomas, Director President 
Charles Davis. Pianist tional President. Asso 
Romeo E. Phillips, Guest | e Study of Negro | 
Arthur D. Coar, Chairma res They WI 
Detroit Branch 


MeCutcheon. Dire: 
February 14. 1945 


} 


NEGRO Detroit 


| imes | 


Historical Museu 
Wadsworth | 
1 

Proud American Day 


each) will he 


Mrs. My rtle 


THE SCHOO! 

Butt 
sold at a 

Piers Cha 
Jackson, Co-C} 
HISTORY DINNER 


Wesley. G 


Central MS 


Colema) 


dent. 
L.H 
Monday. February 9. 195' 
McGregor M em 
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Harvey C. Jackson, Chairman 

Sunday, February 15, 1959 3-00 p.m 
McGregor Memoria] 
Center (W. Ferry 


Wayne State University Campus 


( onferen 


and Se ond 


For Dinner Re servations call: 


Harvey Jackson—TO.8-1002 
Fred Hart Williams—TO 
Bailey—VA 
Arthur Coar—tTr. 5 


98-0669 


(,onzelle 53290 


) 
9213 


ro History Wee 
Display 


rou Historical 


; 


k W ndo 


Museum 

2 through February 9 
Negro History Exhibit 
Hall of Cit enshiy 


nut Historica 


February 


Museum 
February March 
Webb, ar nportant men 
earty Ne re 
ed in an exhibit pre 
Detroit Historica 
peratior with the 
Associat 


and H . 


community 





Center, West Ferr d Se 
Wayne State University ( 


Subs riptior $1:00 


\ PAN-AFRICAN STUDENT 
PANEI 
“THE RISING NATIONS O} 
AFRICA” 
Dr. Broadus Butler. Cha 
lege of Liberal Artsi Wa 
University 
Mr. Edward And 
man. Detroit Public Schools 
Attorney Eugene Sibley, M.( 
Mr. Laddis Leford. Assistant Px 
pal, Insker High School, Lil 
Vice-Counsul, Detroit 
Participating Students fro 
sity of Michigan. Michigan Stats 
Wayne State University 
Tuesday, February 
p.m. 
McGregor M emor 
Center-Wayne State Univ WASHINGTON. D« 
pus MT. AIRY BAPTIST CHURCH 
PROUD AMERICAN DAY Feb. 8 to 15, 
CELEBRATION 


On Wednesday, February 11, 1959 a special program of « 


pamphlets and pictures: and motion 
and the life of Dr. Ralph Bunche 


“Why 
can - 

(Frederick Douglase 
Speakers: 


I am Proud to be 


Birthd i\ 


An exhibit 


pictures 


was displayed mn the church lobby of 
NEGRO HISTORY WEEK CELEBRATION 
1959, of pictures depicting Negroes representing Education, the 
Sciences, Cultures-Arts, Sports and many others 


xhibits of books. 


presenting Marion Anderson 


PHOTO—L, to R : Mr. Jack Hawkins, projectioniat: Mr. Roberty Twitty, 
Co-Chariman; Mrs. Lillian A. Parker, Chairman; Rev. Clarence M. Long, Jr., 
Pastor of Mt. Airy Baptist Church and Mr. Ronald Carroll, projectionist. 
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GEORGIA 


Vegro History Week At 
Fort Valley State College 
Negro History Week was observed 
the following manner at the Fort 
Valley State College 
|. Displays were set up by the 
Young Historians, students of Miss 
Cleopatra Love. These displays show 
the achievements of the Negro 
progress of Ghana and other 
rican count s. The teachers and 
tudents were eatly inspired by the 
spiays 
There were daily discussions in 
lasses and many interesting 
iestions were asked 
Wednesday-Assembly 
Panel Discussion Contribu 
if the Negro in Government, 
and Sports.Myron Clemons, Ad- 
y 
L. Friday-Assembly 
Discussion Th Advancement 
Negro Masses—-Robert Blakeney, 
n Clemons, Advisor 
Radio Broadeast-“Why Amer 
Should Be Proud Students of 
patra, | 
it the Booker T 
r- SV im posium The 


the Negro in Ex 


scrence Musi : 


Students of Cleo 





Fort Valley: Miss Love looks on as Audrey Rosser explains exhibit to Curtis 
Postell. 
Interest in Africa at Fort Valley, Georgia, Ghana display attracted many people. 





MISSISSIPPI — NATCHEZ JUNIOR COLLEGE 


~ 
+ 
' 


Seated left to right: Mrs. M. M. Stringer, D. W. Wilburn. Mrs. Dorothy Jackson, Rey. C. B. Lewis, Dr. W. M. Free- 
man, Professor LeVander Kinds and Professor V. Hines. Standing Ciscero Quinn,, James E. Frazier, Louis Williams, 
William Battest, Levi Marsaw III, Wharlest Jackson, Clarence Letcher, L. Brown. Albert McDonald, H. D. Allen, Earl 
Felton, Charlie Hamilton, Warner Frank. Joe Anderson, Jesse Easton, William McNealy, John Foster, James Pettis, 
Lee Walker, Joseph Brown, and Alfred Green 
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MISSISSIPPI The poster contest was interesti ecretal Miss Lili Helloway 
The only rule was to adhere t ( re Mrs. Gwendoly: 


Negro Hisory Week At theme of the year. It did our hearts Dick 
Natchez Junior College siteeaell te: alte: tte Mit Maines: dita QUEEN CONTESTANTS 


The thirty-fourth ennu: br for a full one-half hour before they Misses floria Bartes Yvon 
tion of Negro History Wee . ild arrive at a decision. The whit baad isaheth Folkes. Fhenall 
ported a great success at th: ; ‘resbyterian minister, Rev. Reed, ¢ bart irolvn Meade. J e MVM 
Junior College, Professor > ited the winning poste! his oe ren Smith. Marva Washi 
).. ; > » > > . ' ret «= - ; ry - ni afl 
renee Sern ( \ urch. As a result of t 1 June Willian 

> > nd ss ' } \ i r recelvec succes . ie 

ean of Chapel and | iN ved sug POSTER CONTESTANTS 
day from Monday throug! rida\ th races to open the mtest next 

Misses Bartes kKhenalb | 


students and friends e1 ne r to the schools of the anit 2 : 
“ Diane Meade Ma 1 Washi: 


7, 

well-planned programs t Sis — ee : MI Mal 

under the direction of Prof I papdaide ts a a . lal ” Howat band Mr 
eakfast your efforts et talph Met | 


Vander Kinds. Presented. 1 
ae in¢ r +f s on Negro - Lal POST! 


R JLDGES 


each program by selected speaket ‘ 
, r Mayor for two years ild not ( rs 
was the topic, “Facts On Neg ben ves Kea y. M 


iim the same for ~ his eal ! ort Vl Walt | 


tory,” after which a distinguished 
January | wrote , t ! ao nd Mr. R 


_e e! T sked hin ' la ‘ 
On Friday evening the lo and ask ml 
t ! He isked us t Tot lial PROGR AM 


what we termes 


lecturer gave the address 


program, sponsored | 
Night School, .came 
Dr. W. M. Freeman 


. was printed 
versity as speaker and | ' 


endent newspaper. The M 
ituals sung by the College Glee es 
inty Februar 


} 
rie 7 


Those attending were 
ed at the Social How 


releases sent I 

An important fact v hic! y fa ~~ -~ aa 
to realize was brought yul ‘ iat ; “pancakes the retea , : PROUD AMERICANS 
was an appeal for funds in support of y= . aes t idapte E.P 
the vitally needed work - -_ a ere —e Mar BS 
iation for the Study 
and History. It is h 
gxroups will follow 
the Natchez Junior ( 
in memberships, subser 
contributions to he 


work. 


NEW JERSEY 


316 Long Branch A 
Long Branch. New J: 
March 15, 1959 
the booklists of 
Dear Mr. Brooks: , si 
or the ext = 


Enclosed is a copy of ou gra 
his | h 





rs af§e 


having Negr« 


bring 
and we are happy to report that s > ; 
le nm the | ng Bran hls 


IM 
} 


eral white citizens of pened 

Very truly vours ostluce Mrs 
We also had whit Mrs.) Ethel L. Puryear. Pres 
the program as | have Lait, ASNLH THE GOVERNOR 

We are sure that we have reached In a Proclamation Issued 
quite a few pe yple with r NEGRO HISTORY WEEK Fel, 4th. 

through our program. the postet CELEBRATION Stated as Follows: 

test. and our little play he ing ye Branch Unit A'S.N.L.H WHEREAS Nation’s prese 


ed even though they wer 








people did an exceller ) at Sunday. February 8. 1959 morsit leacersn.p in the world 
further advertise our i SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH is been achieved through the var 

we are sponsoring a social i Liberty Street ‘ oift f peopl n all racia 
them on April 10th fror 10 Long Branch ind re : 
At that time we are ende ’ dent Mrs. Ethel Puryear WHEREAS. th egro has, f 


have photographs made of the f ! ‘ ) Mr bk lsie vetter i f l de substantia 


N J ind 
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mtributions to human progress in 
many fields, and 
WHEREAS 

owledge of Ne 


» can better enjoy the 


nereasing his 

gro history, the Ne 
benefits of 
ind heritage, 
national ofhee of the 

r the Study of Ne 


ry has bee it the 


is racial traditions and 


(Association 
and His- 


forefront in 


f 
yro Lilie 


ouraging ill \r 
iint themsely 
sur Nation's histor and 
WHEREAS, a rally 
eck has beer gnated to 
iblic atentio n the accomplish 
ents of the Ne 1s a 


further 


ricans to at 
es with these « hapters 
since 1926 a 


focus 


means of 


jmp I human relations 


ad 
WHEREAS Association § for 


Study of Neg Life and History 





, ere 


week 
Sunday, February th, as 
History Week,” during 
theme will be “Negro 


Foundation for a Proud 


NOW, THEREFORE, | 
B. MEYNER, Governor 
of New Jersey. do 
the week of 

FEBRUARY 8-15, 1959 AS NE 
GRO HISTORY WEEK in New Jer 


sey and invite the 


has designated the beginning 
“Negro 
which the 
History—a 


America:” 


ROBERT 
of the State 


hereby proclaim 


members of civic. 


religiuos recreationa! educational 


organizations to inititate and carry 
rams to inform 
American Negros contri 
huilding of 
and to help develop 
their 


better 


forward prog 
me of the 
butions to the 


every 


Amer ica. 
in Negro 
mak- 
better 


pride 


youths for rich heritage. 


ing them citizens and 


, 





* aArurasn wweeteome ¢ 


The young 
Shirley Robinson, age 
W arrior, and 
: Martha Sturkey., age 
12, «a guest; Yaaye 
13, Salute to Dr 
inscription on first poster reads: 


to right : 
rican home 


Mask 


spear. 


Barnivell, age 


Woodson: Dolores 


9 
us if we do not imitate them. 


Winbush, age Il, a 
“What can the 


AVRICAN HORNED wanx 
senvre PEOPLE OF THE 
pWORY COAST OF AYRICA 


artists shown in the picture with the posters are seated left 
13, African Warriors: 
Janice 
13. Standing left to right are: 
12, African Pottery: 


Sandra Elam, age 12, Af- 
Emptage, age 14; African Horned 
Walter Conrad, age 
Franklin Winbush, age 
guest, NOTE: The 


virtues of our ancestors profit 


19] 
qualified to take an active interest in 


the further 
Country. 


GIVEN, under my hand and the 
Great Seal of the State of New Jer- 
sey, this fourth day 
the year of Our 


dev elopment of our 


of February in 
Lord one thousand 


nine hundred and fifty-nine, and 
the Independence of the United States 


and eighty-hird. 
MEYNER 


hundred 
ROBERT B. 


Governor 


NEW YORK 


PHI DELTA KAPPA 
SORORITY AWARD TO 
GERTRUDE P. McBROWN 
On Sunday afternoon The 
Sorority of the Phi Delta Kappa, 
Theta Chapter, held its fourth Annu 
al Negro History-Brotherhood Essay 
Contest program in the auditorium of 
the Henry Highland Garnett School, 
New York City, Dr. Eugene Maleska 
of the N.Y. Board of Ed: 


guest speaker 


the one 





National 


ation was 


One of the specia| features of the 
celebration was the sorority’s citation 


Miss 


dramatk 


Gertrude Parthenia 


artist. 


hororing 
Mc Brow n. 


and author. 


lecturer 


The citation which was presented 
by Mrs. ¢ Racker 
lows: 

“The National 
Delta Kappa, 
this 
Parthenia 
of her 
tribution in the 
and 


srace reads as fol 
Sorority of Phi 
Theta { hapter pro idly 
Award of Merit to 
MeBrown 
distinguished 
field of Literature 
Her work in this 
capacity has inspired pride of race 


presents 
Gertrude 
cognition 


in re 


con- 
Dramatics 


and a greatly expanded awareness of 
the accomplishments of the Negro.” 

Miss MecBrown is Vice 
of the New York Branch of the 
Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History and Branch Organ- 
izer for the Island 
chairwoman of the 
Albans * Dav” and 
spoke at several of the school assem- 
blies and P.T.A. Negro History pro 
grams in Long Island and New York 
City. 

Pictures and books for the St. Al- 
bans Public Library History exhibit. 
The Garmell Study, 
Negro History Brotherhood exhibit 


President 


Long area. was 
Jamaica ate 


Proud American 


Photography 
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and The Red Shield Seni 
Exhibit were loaned f: 
Brown's personal colle: 
Miss McBrown conduct 
len Creative Writers W 
Countee Cullen Lil 
136th Street. In this 
writers, in all fields 
ceive expert counsel ir 
ance and encourage 
Archie Palmer 
Sect.. Counteec j 
Writers Worksho; 
Countee Cullen | 
New York City. N.Y 


: 


ederick Douglass, W. ( 





Two Negro History 
Exhibitions In 
St. Albans, N.Y. 


By Gertrude Parthenia McB 

It has been interesti: 
vear, the widespre ad 
celebration of Negr 
In several instance 
churches and civik 
gan the celebratior 
the dates set by the 
the Study of Negro | 
(Feb. 8-15) and « 
end of the month 

In keeping with 
Negro History Exhil 
over into Brother! 
after 

Among the many fin 
the St. Albans. Jamaica 
the two at the St. Albans 
brary and the Garmel P! 
Studio. 

The display of picture 
in the window of the 
brary window attracte 
each day. 

Against a beautifu 
star-studded blue. ther: 
artistically covered pl 
on which stood a lar 
Dr. Carter G. Woodso 
Negro History Week 
the platform were two 
of Douglass and Booker 
ington. At the far en 
dow stood pictures of 
ington and Lincoln. Geo 
ton Carver in his labor 
kegee and Phyllis W 
against the blue backs 
center. 

On the red and whit 
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re pictures of Marian Anderson Prayer Book opened to the passage 
| I I 
toland Hayes, 


irol Brice, Generals B. O. Davis “jJovitully we 


Dorothy Mavnor 1 the evening prayer which read 


onsecrate ourselves 
uther and son), W. E. B. DuBois anew this day to the work our fa 
n Locke, William Stanley 


I 
le Althea Gibson, James Porter ) nt aim and effort to bring ever 
| 


sraith thers began: Ours too shall be the 
riet Tubman, Gwendolyn Brooks. ! *r th blessed age of : man 
| others e God over 1 
mong the books displayed ‘ brotherhood of all.” 
Hope Franklin's From ind other books 
dom, books by | 
Word Pictures 
er. Roy and Dericotte he h I posters, booklets 
Book of Negroes. by tor ind plays re ‘nerously contri 
es and The Picture Poetry Bos ten t onal mgress ol 


ertrude McBrown 


special feature was the 





rv Bulletins which wer: 
ss the uppet back sect 
how Among the picture 
ers were Dr. Ralph Bu 
d Marshall, Mrs, Elear 
Judge Waring. Harcourt 
we of Nigeria, Nkrumal 
Mary Bethune. ¢ 
. Marguerite i 
e Miller. the 13 


lence genius 


America’s fore 

1 mono-drama 
f Phyllis Wheatl 
Waif to Ameri 
W (,ocodman ews 
WLIB at 


armel Photoer 
lbans featured ar 
Negro History-Br 

[ pictures and 
History exhibit 

1f Martin Luther Kir 
wan. The Fisk Ch 
Jubile Singers, TI 


sity Choir with dire« 


“ rraphet 
lance! 
iwsor Dr aries Drev erald Bra , | ind dis 
I t the lwil ‘rogram 
Camilla } 7 tation ZMBM in Bermuda 
the books were Veer ( r e pl ran n Sunda 
story, by Woodson and Wesley ru n. at the New 
er Hands of the Africar egre ri haha nt | Hargrave 
Musicians and the 
Maud Cuney Hare ! 
Vusic and Art. | nua }, \ 0 7 Histor 
Picture Poetry e he | New York 
ruce McBrown Or hese bah nit ve body. through 
hy Countee Culler ts , man r. Alfred Neumann 
n Bronsville statements: “We 
ecasion an op 
with these promoting 
outstanding Jewish authors luiler unde nd 4 the 
which were Pictoria 
the Jewish People, by Nat! 
They Fought for ft irt = pone 
History, by Elma | , sade r promoting the un 
Justice and Judaisr lerstand f th meness of man 


and Lipman ind The Union 
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‘Appreciation of the abitities and 
the 
minorities should eveutually help us 
to become aware of the basic truth 
that 
the whole world needs at this critical 


achievements of various racial 


of human unity—a realization 
hour in its history. But such apprec- 
iation is not enough. In America the 
race issue, called racial integration 
at the present hour, has been and is 
the most serious, challenging and 
even dangerous of our national prob- 
ems, It not only perplexes and 
home but discredits 


the 


threatens us al 


ur leadership in the eves of 


“ rid 


“Consciousness of the actual gains 
made by a race and appreciation of 
ts abilities and achievements become 

ire effective when supported by 


ynamic religious convictions, such 


ill are the servants of one God: 
ire descendants of Adam and all 
created from the 
V e wom 

workers thre 


same clay 


Baha i 


ighout 254 countries 


hi ms of our 
nd territories of the world in affirm 


the conviction that we are now 
gina new« 
which the foundations for the 
ity of the sons of men and the 
rawing together of all and 
this 


ng the curse of war 


yvcle of human power 


races 


will be established in 


1SSes 
ntury, destroy 
ind releasing human powers for the 
building of the 


‘ wld has 


finest civilization the 


vet kr 


mwn 


PROGRAMMI 


Thirty-Fourth 
annual observance of 

NEGRO HISTORY WEEK 
February 8-15, 1959) 


mmemorating the 


iz ituring 
LOU LA TOUR 

One of America’s foremost monolo 
iists in a mono-drama based on the 
ife of Phyllis Wheatley: “From 
African Waif to American Poet.” 
ind other selections from her show 
case 
With guest appearances by 

GEORGE W. GOODMAN 
News correspondent and Community 
News Director of 
W LIB. 

GERALD BRANGMAN 
Soloist, and director of the “Goodwill 


radio _ station 


radio station ZMBM 


Program” for 
in Bermuda 

ISMAY ANDREWS 
Dramatist, and noted authority on 
African folklore. 

ELEO POMARE 
Choreographer, and modern inter- 
pretative dancer 

VEREDA PEARSON-EMCEE 
Social Entree 
Sunday, February 8, at 4:30 p.m. 
NEW YORK BAHA’l CENTER 
HOTEL HARGRAVE 
112 WEST 72ND STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Sponsored By 
THE NEW YORK BAHA’l 
WORLD FAITH COMMUNITY 
“No religion can bring peace 
which sanctions prejudice and 
discrimination at its very door” 
ROBERT S. ABBOTT 
*A BAHA’LIN NEGRO HISTORY” 
The late Robert S. Abbott is re- 
corded in histories of the American 
Negro as a foremost defender of his 
race, and founder and publisher of 
the “Chicago Defender:” one of the 
influential 
in the world, which today has grown 


most weekly newspapers 
to a newspaper syndicate embracing 
some of the most influential Negro 


newspapers in the United States. 


The famous Dr. Carter G. Wood- 
son, late founder of the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and His- 
author of “THE NEGRO 
HISTORY.” describes the 
the Negro 
and especially the role of the Chicago 
Defender, during the 1916-1920 mi 
“In fact, the Negro news- 


tory and 
IN OUR 


influence of newspaper, 


gration 
paper was one of the causes of the 
migration . In no case was this 
more strikingly exemplified than in 
the rise of the “Chicago Defender.” 
This publication was started in 1905 
by Robert S. Abbott, an all but peni- 
less Hampton graduate. He began on 
the small scale of issuing the pub- 
lication as copies of handbills, which 
he himself distributed, Abbott at once 
learned the value of glaring head 
lines featuring the sensational to at- 
tract the average man, while at the 
same time he filled his paper with 
strong editorials in defense of his 
race. During the migration of 1916- 
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18 the “Chicago Defender” became a 
sort of “Bible” to the Negro: seeking 
to escape from his lot in the South.” 
By 1934, Abbott's contact and ex- 
fol- 


lowers of the Baha’i world religion 


periences with some American 


had prompted him to take serious 
steps to crusade for the promulgaiion 
of this religion in the United States 
Thus, he accepted a new title, “Cit- 
zen of the world.” 


On Saturday. December 15. 1934. 


XLIV of 
his editorial in the “Defender” read: 
“Baha’ism called the Religion That 

“For- 
world and 
for us blacks, a new religious phil- 


excerpts from’ installment 


Will Rescue Humanity” 
tunately for the modern 
osophy is gradually neutralizing the 
provocative and 
Where religion 
and differ- 


ence, the Baha’i institution sanctions 


agents of | strife 
racial antipathy 
has sanctioned division 
unity, fellowship, co-operation. Like 
a healing element, it is aimed at re- 
moving the physical and mental rea- 
sons for religious, racial and class 
divine 
standard of reality and equality em- 
bracing every member of the com- 
munity.” 


prejudice, and upholding a 


PROGRAMME 


The Tenth Annual Observance o, 
World Religion Day A national 
Baha’i World Faith event. observed 
m 1500 the United 
States; to proclaim the oneness © 


localities of 


all revealed religions 
SUNDAY, JANUARY. 18. 1959 
4:30 P.M 
Artists 
THE PHILHARMONIC GLEE 
CLUB OF WESTCHESTER 
Philip Taylor. Conductor 
renditions 
“ALLELUIA” _- W. A. Mozart 
“BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON” 
arr. by Fred Waring 
“ELIJAH ROCK” ____ Carl Meuller 
“ A MIGHY FORTRESS IS OUR 
GOD” 


Guest 


arr. by Jester Hairston 

Topic 

“The Oneness of All Revealed 
Religions” 
Speaker 


MR. WILLIAM TOWART 
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Member of the National Friendship Baptist (churc! | teports will be taken at the Public 

Western Hemi phe re Committ Mae Stearnes rogrem Thursday ° ht. February 

Program Chairman Miss Helen Gre p 
SOCIAL HOUR ae crap Boo 6 

NEW. YORK BAHA'l CENTER aac CMI - pl es 7-12-(1959 Persor 

112 WEST 72ND STREET 

NEW YORK CITY p 


ul Baptist Chur 


rnestine Steels 








irk Mreet Methodist j } . chool dividual books 


Bud Crockett om upH 
OKLAHOMA Joseph Baptist Chur real ons and individuals 
Manual Training High School Kdwards re imvited to pla crap Books or 
Muskogee, Oklahoma Church of God in 
The Negro History Clas Gravson 
Observes Church of Christ 
“Negro History We kins 
Friday-February 13, 1959 9: , St. John A.M.I Rodney S 
PROGRAM Pilgrim Rest—June Be H 
High School Auditor Parkers Chapel—Joel Park 
Devotion Rock Hill—Pacricia H 


“Lift Every Voice an 


Scripture 

Prayer 

Flag Salute 

“Star Spangled Ba 

Trio- Charles Ledbett 
MecFrazier. A: 


Poem 
The Onc asion 
Introduction of Speaker 
Vr 
Guest Speaker 
{ttorne 
Director of Puli 
and Instructior 
- persily. 


The Spirituals, Ou: 


“Were You There’ 
Presentation of Appr: 
Miss Geraldin 





Remarks Mr. | 
Mrs. E. L. Max 
Miss Geraldine 1 
tice Teacher "ublie rogran 
Mr. L.R. Kirkpatrick, Pr Dp. Display 
= - th th hr the tact yt | it ‘ emph S17¢ 
DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOO! pees Hr Aare yi balsa mht iin 
WEWOKA, OKLAHOMA i a ' za r ? “a be Peat r a ter aid 
NEGRO HISTORY WEEK : ear a cii Sein aie tact tn, ts 
February 8-15. 1959 suest Speaker—Rev 7 AMERICANS? Yes. convince then 
Theme: “Negro History-A Fou sla of the Sadler Jr ' rl 


1 





e the be that the 
tion or For A Proud Ameri skogee. Okla as - er er ee ; 
Sunday—The Ministers Inger Musi 
participate in the obser 


Douglass Grade S re wheve it 

ss High School Choral G ter lendi ve considerat 
phasizing important facts about the Friday. Februar, to the tte decided to stress the 
theme in their services Activities wints | am listing below 


Members of the | p [ part \l lasses. Churches and Organiza | began b pointing ut that we 
ment will speak at the following tions are asked to give donations for ud called this particular week “Ne 
churches. the Study of Negro Life and History. gro History Week” but that not too 
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long ago the name had been changed 
to “Proud American Week.” This. I 


said, was good, because we no longe 


set ourselves aside or apart from our 


fellow Americans. Negroes and their 


ndividual contributions or achieve 


This 


implete ly away 


nents vear we would stray 


from the usual pat 
tern and emphasize what we as an 


ntire race, rather than as single in 


lividuals, have achieved 


We are 


we h ive 


indeed proud Ameriwans 


ecause mado our achieve 


nts accordin to the laws of our 


d. We have never 
| 


been guilty of 
ces to mislead others 
hidden 
ind hoods and terroriz 
make them do as 
we wanted the to do. We have never 
defied the 


ling our 
believing that under 
te sheets 


other peopie to 


laws of the land because 


we disagreed with them and believed 


to be unjust 
Alwavs. down t ugh the vears of 


Nat 


heen ¢ zens f 


story of our ever 


the 


msistently 


since we 
United 
been a 


tes. we have 


“ ibiding race ! people. 
Where 
vuld 
lave. fight | 
eshwork of court ill the 
Supreme { irt of the 


und ki 


m the world but in Amer 


2 mat wii , had once heen 
way through a 
way to 
l nited 
that his children 
day when all A 
m the 
lass « itizenship ? 


with the 


road to 


amiliar 

There is no need 

Only interest ‘ it 

iwain emph ‘S17 

race rtinued to be law 

Americans. We have insistea 
| 


process of law’ in 


| lowing fue 


ning our ! nts is 


American 


NAACP 


into court 


Through our organiza 


we have g ‘ and 


restraining rders to prevent 


tle Rock 


sul ported 


authorities from leasing 


hy] echools to pri 

irporations an effort to pre 
e racial segregation 

We have never guilty ot 

1 handful of children 


them 


heen 

ng up on 

ind abusing and humiliating 

hecause they sought to enjoy a right 
which we demanded for ourselves. 

Other examples of our having fol- 


lowed “due process of law.” which 


simply means doing things the cor 


rect to the. law. are 
the 


pea eable hoycott against the buses 


in Montgome 3 A 


way according 


instances when we conducted a 


Alabama under the 


leadership of the Reverend Martin 
Luther King: also the calm dignity 
which we caused the economic death 
of some businesses in Tuskegee. 
Alabama as a protest against legisla 
tive verrymandering 

in Oklahoma 
summer of 1958, the 


of the NAACP con- 


a peaceable sit-down protest 


Likewise. right here 
City in the 
Youth ¢ 


ducted 


oun il 


and obtained the help of organized 


Christian their successful 
effort to 


public eatin 


groups in 
the right to eat in 
places downtown. This 
Oklahoma City’s 


, 


own Mrs. Clara Luper, a tea¢ her at 


ePmnpoy 


project was led by 
Dunjee ™ hool 
While other groups have engaged 
to the 
we, the Negroes. 


in “massive resistance laws 


of the Lnited Mates, 


have engagec In massive obedience , 


and “massive determination” to win 
our rights through tne constitutional 


of the United States 


protection 

courts 
When the | 

Court Chief 


the Negro 


nited States Supreme 
that 


no rights which the 


lustics Taney said 


h ad 


195 
white man was bound to respect, we 
hated that 
Never-the-less, we never, at any time 
the United 

being Communists or of 


disagreed and decision 
accused 
Court of 
having over-stepped their authority 
Where in the world but in Amer- 
things as this take 


we are quite 


States Supreme 


ica, could such 

place? I assure you, 

justifiably very proud Americans! 
Carolyn Dungee Kelly 
Social Studies Teacher 
Moon Junior High School 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


TEXAS 


Texas Southern University 
Observes 
Vegro History Week 

The celebration of Negro History 
Week at Southern 
was highlighted by programs center- 
ing around the “Negro His 
torv-A Foundation for a Proud A 


merica.” 





Texas L niversity 


theme 


In the Thursday morning assembly 
Dr. M Atkinson and eight 
foreign the 


dis ussion on 


Jourdan 
students of 


panel 


| niversity 
presented a 
Africa's 


guage of 


contribution to the “lan 
the 


with a definition of the term “Creol 


Southwest”-beginning 


ism” whik h Is an overrall term cover 


(Continued on Page 199) 


Negro History Week Tea, (Left to Right-Jack Haraybet of Turkey; Daniel 
Tolbert of Liberia: Tommy Oke of Nigeria: and James Hingo of Kenya. Texas 


Southern University. 


Photo by Victor Rhoder 
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THE RETURN OF THE NEGRO TO 
ALABAMA POLITICS, 1930-1954 


By Joseph M. Brittain, Alabama State College 


The return of the Negro t ol vy. Morgan said that he ! By 1926 a break began to apear i 
in Alabama in 1930 was fille rther use for the Negro i voter ethargic walls irrounding the 
disappointment, apathy fo: ntin gt New leaders with new stra 
dation and fraud. The Neg ! ‘he campaign wa ecesstul y appeared on the scene. Instead 
aged to maintain a somewha ractically the entire te ele rttacking the white primary as had 
promised position in polities 1 t was convinced that th ‘ ue expected by the whites, thes 
bama from 1867 to aroun at ter was a menace end cho egro leaders directed their at 
During this time they sent delegates to a ns erOT inst the registrars 


. These ae ie te : rhe . e ? ml _ 
Negroes to the Constitutior bi . tlous and wealthy Brimingha 

, = distranchisement « “ “n “ ‘ ' battle 
ventions of 1867 and 18 ts the initial batt! 


sentatives to the state 
three Negroes to the 


to relegating him t 1 1 round “med that the Jefferso: 


where he would never gistrars was the 


4 he A gain to white rule | \ > OU inventor of subster 
ve cy iy tage so far points to succe ' es It ) rict adherent t 
§ taining this goal Appr 
10.000 registered Neg 
«kK trom the registral 
After 1880 practically a jor Generally, Negro leaders d “d audit missioner of agriculture 
offices were prohibited egroe nor emselves as to the role o a God u 


f registrars 


Alabama: and sever 
minor offices.’ 


governor 


the return to power the “whit * ee Btls 
supremacists” ex- 

erals. Contro] of th “ory te , pposition 
after 1880 was mor: 


“Generals.” However. the tus qu ie now firmly entre: 


leclared that the ' i 1926. with th liar Little Af 


was upset ten years iat 
vention of populism v! rst eliminated, that white supren fair : nd Little schoo 
time since their returr had been established by la 1 teacher irming| led L000 Ne 
“Generals” found their , nat arties were now possible ro v f ned ' n before the 
threatened by a divis t the whit ul The two factior I rd t nd demanded 
electorate and premiun laced or ep ican party. Radicals ar the richt t American Cit 


the Negro voter. hite received the news I ! . ' wceused 


sy 1896 the Popul ore 
politically rT 


ebb and a frantic legislature p d Fs me ro ut no whites 
a ; : tant leader 


ith tactions proceeded . ligence 


, ta They deest: 
several election laws _ 
trolling the Negro voter 
the ““( yenerals” once 


support which 

registered Negroes 

“1 departure o1 Repul 
Alabama left the Negr: 


ittached to any party 


challenging positior 
ed. Negroes refused 
tractable position 
ccupied more ‘ ~~ 

The refusal of the Negro to b , a ee sleet sreee pet 
ignored, inadequate statutory 1 ‘ , ‘p weeernE atnetiiaibiees tlie 
tions, shifting northern opinion t white politicans proclaime tice Department bet to ne evail 
ward the southern position of seg: the period between 1900 and 193 oer any gow of Memon 
gation, disintegration of the politic , ne of tranquility. Th ng unate enough to establish 
system if fraud and duress contir political cauldron had returned t yunds for a suit against the board 
caused the “Generals” to consid rmaley. White suprema ' . uunty. the board would de 


total legal disfranchisemer é orted by the new constitu n str yunds for complaint b 


Negro. glo-Saxon race, and G res ring all complaintants but n 
A campaign for this purpose | ghty—was unchallenged rt] This type of ruse was to be 
initiated and headed by John ‘ n iny Negroes the honeymoon wit! many times over by the various 
Morgan, Alabama’s distinguished politics was over. A complete state o keep the courts from rulin 
United States Senator.” Morgan and ethargy-encouraged by whites whi ) heir undemocratic practices 
others soon convinced the most ir told the “sensible” Negroes to jeave 1 1937 Negroes of Birminghan 
credulous whites that the Negro politics to the superior race sur- organized an effective campaign de- 


voter was a threat to white suprem- rounding thm signed “Gonna Register.” Four years 





Tue Necro History BULLETIN 


ater the campaign came under the 
ible leadership of J. J. Green, direct- 
or of the N.A.A.C.P. His plan called 
4.000 


Negroes in moderately sized groups 


for presenting approximately 


before the board of registrars for 


f 


certification. Failure on the part of 


the board to certify any one of the 


groups would be grounds for a suit 


it law. Sufhcient complaints for in 
stigating three suits were established 
However, none of the suits got past 


the Federal District Courts."* 


the Jefferson 


Registrars sought 


the meantime 
uunty Board of 

invented new subterfuges. It 
use of force to 
Negro vol 
Montgom 


luskegee Civic 


resorted to the 

surage the would-be 

Negroes in Dothan 

Mobile'’ and the 
sociation set up classes to enlight- 
Negro applicants 


Wileox County, 
tried to 


Negro vote le ~~ 
Negro 


it each 


velerans register 


time the veterans entered 


he ofhee of the registrars. two of the 


urd members would dismiss them 


es from the office so there would 


be a quorun required by 


The situat ill over the state 


so ridiculous that Governor 


es Folsom ot ved a Veterans 


mmitte which in 


ated complain 


vestigations ( 
The committee 
of rejected 
recommenda 
Nothing 


However 


and mace 
to the 


ants 
governor was 
heard from the report 
governor pie ided for a more tole 


attitude tward Negroes 


national 
ourt of the 
veralded and to a 
Alabama. 


the meantime, on the 

the Supreme ¢ 
ted States, un 
ieed mm 


eal extent unn 


was rapidly tearing away the support 
pillars of the 


seen was the main 


white primary. 


This, as we have 
uulwark of white supremacy. It had 
taken the 1927 to 1944 
the varlous evading de 
motion by the Southern 
party und uphold the 
Neg rm to 


ireas of the state 


court trom 
yuthaw 

es set in 
Democrati 

git of the 

In some 

roes had not voted in the pri 


' } 
rT ! 


rics 


iries for seventy-hve years.*” 


Democratic 
i xecutive declared the 
ibolition of the color bar m the pri 


Two years later the 


Committee 


vote in the 


mary but at the same time attempted 
to evade the 1944 ruling of the high 
court by the “Boswell 
Amendment” to the people for rati 
fication. The “Boswell 
was the brain child of E 


offering 


Amendment” 
C. Boswell 
of Geneva County. Mr. Boswell. due 
to a previous conviction of false pre- 
tense, was not a qualified voter of 
Alabama at this time.** 


The new law required applicants 


to read, write, understand and ex 
plain any article of the Constitution 
of the United States, employed for 
the past twelve months, be of good 
character, and understand the duties 
and obligations of good citizens un 
der a republican form of government 
The law was aimed at the vulnerable 
spots of the Negro. The sponsors felt 
that sympathetic white boards of 
of registrars would release any white 
men caught in the legal snarls of the 


measure.” 


In the ratification 


proponents of the measure said that 


campaizn for 


it would, among other things, legally 
support white supremacy. The oppon- 
Judge Richard R. Rives 
who at present ts of the 
Federal claimed 


that the 


‘ lause 


ents, led by 
a member 
Judiciary system. 
“understand and explain” 


was “legallistic mumbo 


Negroes 
and seemingly 

mild 
the proposed 


jumbo" entered the 
fight late 


moderately 


fought a 
against 
fact. 
Negroes could have wiped out the 


campaign 


amendment. In 


12.300 vote margin of approval that 
the amendment received by going to 


the polls and voting. 


By 1944, Negroes recovered from 
self 


organized 


their seemingly imposed lethar- 
“Vote Defense 


of rasing funds 


gy. They 
Day” for the purpose 
to defray the expenses of a court test 
of the Bos- 


On February 28. 


of the constitutionality 
well Amendment 
1948, ten Negroees 


denied participation in the primary 


who had been 
at Mobile instigated a suit against the 


Schell. The Ne 


vroes were successful in their efforts 


registrars, Davis v. 


The United States Supreme Court up- 
held a lower court decision that de 
clared the Boswell 
unconstitutional.” 


Amendment to be 


Alabama's reply to the outlawing 


of the Boswell Amendment was the 
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adoption of the Voter Qualification 
Amendment of 1951, sometimes call- 
ed the “Bonner Amendment” or 
“Little Boswell Amendment.” The 
new amendment restricted registra- 
tion to read and 
article of the Constitution 
of the United States, were of good 


those who could 


write any 


character, and understood the duties 
and obligations of citizenship. Mem- 
bers of the board of registrars were 
declared to be “Judicial Officers.” to 
determine judically whether appli 
cants to register had the proper quali- 
heations 


” 


When the amendment carre up for 
ratification, it was opposed by Judge 
Rives and others. Negro opposition 
was conspicuously absent or mild. to 
say the least. Stay-at-home Negroes 
could. have defeated the amendment 
by a vote of 369. So far. since rati- 
fication, Negroes have been unable 
to invalidate the amendment.*! 


Among tho other barrier to voting 
Negroes,» the Ku 
Klux Klan, for all potical purposes, 


was practically annihilated.* 


encountered by 


The poll tax remained undisturbed 
even though by 1940 it had 
franchised 815.00 whites and 685.000 
Negroes. Most “ hites overlooked the 
that 


disfranchise 


dis- 


possibility whites would  vol- 


untarily themselves by 
omitting to pay the tax—as Negroes 
Had not the 


tax been designed as a barrier to Ne 


were supposed to do 


status did not 
permit them to induldge in such lux- 
uries as paying poll tex? 


CToCcs whose economee 


However, by 1937. the white pub- 
lic began to 


reluctantly grasp the 
idea that more whites were being dis 
franchised than Negroes—especially 
even at this 
point acquiesced or remained indif- 
ferent. 


white women. Negroes, 


White women, individually and in 
groups. took an active part in the 
drive to abolish the poll tax in 
1945.5 Civic organizations and news- 
papers of the state came to their sup- 
The drive was so intense that 


candidate for 


port _ 


every governor after 
1945, dared not to carry an anti-poll 
tax plank in his platform. 

By 1953. two things were evident: 
it was too dificult for a majority of 
whites 


and Negroes to qualify to 


vote. and there were too many safe- 
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guards to protect the ballot 

hands of a few. A reluctant 

ture could not continue t ver! 
these factors nor ignore public « 
ment for repeal. In May., 1953, it 
capitulated and passed the Meek Bil 
The cumulative feature of the po 
tax which required al] voters to pa) 
$1.50 yearly from age 2] 1 

cut to two years. The tota 

voter was not to exces 

cording to a generally 

terpretation of the la 
their forthy-seventh birt 


owe any tax. 


Continuous effort 
through the courts a: 
been successful iu 
political aspirations 
new emerging Neg: 
to remain in the Democr 
spite of the ravings 
of the party that is 
supremacy—it had 
local level.*° 

Negro leaders orga 
wing of the Democ: 
Alabama — Progress 

Unde tne 
the new party Negroes 
Attorney Art 


Birmingham ran 


Association 
cal ofhice. 
from Jefferson Count 
again in 1954. In th 
polled 1.015 votes 

18.000 ina 
Other candid 
directly or indirect 


twent 


race.* 


tion were Edgar [D. N 
his bid for 
Montgomery County Den 
ecutive Committee b 
votes: Alexander | 
Clarence H. Montgome: 
elected to the Mobile | 
cratic Committee: and J 
man who lost the ra 
the Macon County B 
tion.*! In several! 
offered 
manic candidates 
Further strategy 
leaders included an 
voter registration dr 
circumvention of illega 
registrars and unjust les 
favorable 
however 


member 


thems 


groes 
‘ 


desisions 
nullified 
strongest cases; and 


practice of plas ing Neg 
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the white suprerriac ists” party 
legal atacks o1 


the boards of registrars and was suc 


others Howe ver Neg: 


Sche i] 


es d planned systematic 
nportant Davis 1 


il e lt 


the failure of the Negr the courts 


mennhoned 


iS Significant to note that cessful in rendering the hated Bos 


well Amendment unconstitutional 


t get voting rights in d > a Off u Statistical Reg 


seems not to h ave directly tried again ty . 1903 ) 125 Official Journ 


48 vears.* sem per samy 
St ty 


be further noted that afte: 


190] 


I may 
’ a » f 
mplete disfranchisement 


a few Negroes managed to get them 
took 
art in every electio thereatter Mr 


Fuller 


selves qualified as voters and 


| 
of Birminghan 


g only once in an ele 
By 1930. a greater nu TO 5 Mee ¥ ‘ 123 Mont 
he few registered Negroes pI f ft pau set pt. 5S and Oct 
the ballot boxes. Among t 
? ; ? ’ 
pert R Moto l. (W ashington 


ee Institute. advisor to Repub f tong wh 1936 


Herbert Hoover, and | :of (fed a ees 
Trenholm 


i the Amer 
President 


Samue 


esident 


mit 
n spit 


disqualify them \ roiling 

Fos . 2 ; ; : Ala n ’ 1RY 4lahama R 
‘ , 2 ' Montgomery 

hn B 

9 (Auburn 


Clark 

the 140.000 reg . 

1890 could qualif 

on. Eight 

f the constitu 

s had registered.* 

s figure was decre 
ind 1.800." By 

the controversy 


re Supreme 


ot the 


ind Wi 
wer. Ne 


‘ 


paid 


ind noney 


path to 
blocked 
constitution 
ly Whites 
white pr 
ind a Democr 
generally 
the ballot. In 


ips the Neg: was 


’ 


mpery 


gr in circumventing 


ugh politic 
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NEW INTEREST 


133 N. College Street 

Carlisle, Pa 

February 24, 1959 
(Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History 
Washington, D.( 
Gentlemen 


We thought you might be interest 
ed in the 
material 


way we used the exhibit 


and books ordered from 
you in November. The picture shows 
nly asmall part of the exhibit which 
very effective and attracted a 
great deal of attention. The 
Intercultural 


woks 


wn library im « 


vw as 
Carlisle 
donated the 

to the 
with the 


rune 


and exhibit material 
onnection 
which featured Pro- 


annual meeting 


sor Porter of Howerd University 


is the speaker 


Sincerly yours 
Mary Margaret Kellogg 
Mrs. Flint Kellogg) 


Program Chairmar 





REPLY 


Lomtinued 


Back Page) 


Affairs during Truman's administra- 
tion along with Genera! Marshall and 
Bradley. but the 


horizon likewise 


Omar President's 


broadened with re 


ponsibilities and experience as presi 
lent of Columbia 


Supreme ( 


University and 
of NATO for 


ntegration became an 


ommander 
Armed Forces 
weomplished fact in his administra 
to schools for children of 


| throughout 


ton, even 
ilitary persont 
United States 


ut furore! 


dominion—and with- 


if those unfortun- 
ites released from debtors prisons in 


| often wonder 


ingland to help settle in the colony 
known as Georgia under Lord Ogle- 
thorpe, which territory once included 
the Carolinas, Alabama and Missis 
sippi can be expected genetically to 
It is too late 
»w to muse over fore sight and hind 
ht anymore than it would be to 
whether it would have been 
beter to have left North and South A 
nerica to the 


the Africans 


espect constituted law 


ponder 
Indians and Africa to 


el | 


» why bother the President about 


the desegregation decision? He does 
not make the laws of the land; the 
Congress does. And the President is 
now beset with one of the most ex- 
tenuating tasks of any president since 
Lincoln in dealing with the obstinate 
militancy of the Russian dictator, and 
should war break out, the North and 
not the South would receive the de- 
vastation of the communist missiles. 


RETURN 
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1914; Birmingham Voice of the 
January 8, 1916 
13. Donald §S 
Voters in 
1-14 
14 Montgomery 
und 20. 1926 
vary 21, 1926 
20 1926 





People 


“Strong, Registration of 
flabhama (University, 1956) .pp 


Advertiser, January 19 
Montgomery Journal, Jan- 
Columbus Inquirer, January 


15. Savannah Tribune June 29, 
Atlantic Daily World. July 1, 1939. 
16. Kansas City Call 17, 1937: 
Opelika NVews Chicago 
Defender, September 19, 1942 Birming- 
ham News, February 10: May 29 and 
August 25, 1945: Madison v. Nunnelee et 
al, 266 Alabama 325 (1945) 

17. Dothan Eagle. October &. 1937 
18. Montgomery October 1 
and 6, 1946 

19. Chicago Defender 
July 6, 1946 
July 6, 1946 
October 4 and ¢ 
2%. Ihid 
21. New 
7, 1947 


»” 


1939: 


December 
June 27, 1939 


Advertiser 


February 16, and 
Baltimore Afro American 
Montgomery Advertiser 
1946 
York Daily Worker September 
News. November 19. 
January 5.6.19 and 24, 
November 9, 1946 
Herndon. 273 U.S. 536 
Allu right. 231 U.S. 649 


Birmingham 
December 26. 1949 
Montgon ery Adve 
23. Nis 
(1927) Ne ith 
(1944) 
24 Montgomery Advertiser 
and February 15, 1956 
25. The Constitution of the State of 
{labama and {dmendments (Montgomery 
1950), pp. 133-34: Walter B. Jones, Citi 
oting in Alabama (Mont 
63-70 


rtiser 


January 13 


tenship and 

gomery, 1947) 
26. Vera C. Foster Tech 
nique in the Restriction of Negro voting.” 
Phylon X (1948). pp. 26-37: “The Right 
Veu South I\ (1949). Pp 3 
Montgomery Advertiser September 13. 
October 6.19.22 ‘7 and 31, 1946 
27 lhid 

28. Foster, “Boswellianism.” pp 
29. Davis v. Schell. 336 U.S. 932 
30. Birmingham News, January 25, 
ruary 7, 1949: Negro Year Book 
306 

31. Birmingham Catholic World, Decem- 
ber 8 1951: Atlanta Daily World, January 
5 and December 9, 1952: Sa. Louis Dis 
patch. December 18,1951 

32. Mongtomery Advertiser, September 17 
and May 22, 1922: May 30 and August 2, 
1923; March 17 and November 3, 1925: 
January 23, 193) Pittsburg Courier, 
November 6, 1926 

33. Montgomerry Colored Alabamian. 
1909; Birmingham News, 
May 13, 1923. 

> 1937: October 30, 1938 


Joswellianism 


to vote, 


35-37. 
(1948) 
Feb 
1932, p 


November 20 
April 27, 1941 
34. Ihid. April 
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35. Montgomery Advertiser, 
1951. 
36. Atlanta Daily World, May 2 and 12. 
1945; Chicago Defender, March 10, 1951 
37. Dothan Eagle, September 2, 1948: 
Montgomery _Advertiser Septmeber 10, 
1944; May 20 and November 1, 1953; Bir 
mingham Post-Herald, May 16, 1944; Dec- 
ember 7, 1953. 
38. Acts of 
1953, I, p. 159. 
39. Chicago Defender, August 18, 1945: 
Memphis World, February 8, 1952; Bir 
mingham News, November 16, 1953: Vann 
Woodward, Strange Case of Jim Crow, 
(New York, 1955), pp. 124-25 
0. Birmingham World, May 
tl. Thid 
42. Mongtomery 
1956 
43. Giles v. Harris 


April 12, 


Alabama Regular Session 


1954 


Advertiser, June 13, 
189 U.S. 475 (1903): 
23 Sup. Ct. 639 ( 1903): Giles v. Teasley 
136 Ala. 164 (1902): 33 So. 819 (1902); 
Boswell v. Bethea, 242 Ala. Reports 292 
(1942). 

44. Alabama Official and Statistical 
Register (1907) pp. 230-311: (1911), pp. 
267-63: Mobile Weekly Press, February 20 
1902. Moton, What the Negro Thinks, pp 
133-40: New York Amsterdam News, May 
18, 1932: Nashville Globe and Idependen. 
May 11, 1935 

45. Montgomery Advertiser, September 
19, 1896: Montgomery Colored Alabamian 
January 11 and March 8, 1913: January 
15, 1916 

4%. Montgomery Advertiser 
1928 

47. Birmingham News February 11 and 
19, 1949: “Right-to Vote, New South 
IV (1949) p. 3: Montgomery Advertiser 
August 16 and November 20, 1949; June 
21. 1957: Birmingham World, March 25 
1952: April 6, 1954; Negro Year Book 
1952, p. 307. Montgomery Examiner Apri 
15, 1954. 
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ing verbalisms and mannerisms of 
the Southwest. The panel was com- 
posed of Dr. M. Jourdan Atkinson 
of the Department of History; Jack 
Haraybet of Turkey; Tommy Oke 
and David Akanske fo Nigeray> Dan- 
iel Tolbert of Liberia; James Hinga 
of Kenya; Guy Bauduy of Haiti; and 
Christobal Colon and Nelson 
ona of Puerto Rico 


Ascal- 


Throughout the week a series of 
case exhibits in the lobby of the li- 
brary illustrated the theme, “Our 
African Heritage.” Also the Texas 
Southern University Historical Soc- 
iety promoted interest in Negro his- 
tory through the sale of Proud A- 
merican Buttons. The observance of 
Negro History Week gave the history 
department an opportunity to launch 
a drive to increase membership in 
the Association. 

H.0 Brooks 
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REPLY TO THE PUTNAM LETTER 


By DeHaven Hinks UD. Phila. Pa of record. When Cornwallis was bottled up at Yorktow 
in L781 by the French Fleet under Admiral Count D 


This is with reference to an ext ~Pocle Selmer yas etn Cay Nene wie Freres 


advertising page of the Philadelphia i es “ reinforcement amore whom wer 
ruary 24, 1959 and lead ews é id Y 
York Times and Wal! Street Jou: rported to have 
been written by a Carleton Putn New England 
and about the U.S. Supreme Court decis n May 1954 


loussant 1." ‘ ' ' ristophe who late 

M irian \ 
a ey ee ae ee » Best we 
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